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i FROM THE CHRISTIAN HERALD. 


RELIGION IN THE COTTAGE. 


Ir is one bright characteristic of the Christian religion, its 


reception ever makes men better than it found them, whatever 
may have been their previous condition. While it dissipates the 
dark clouds of error so often thrown around human philosophy, 
and exalis the highest views of natural reason, it also stoops to 
énlighten and cheer the tenant of the lowliest cot. It is too Jate 

say that it is the only religion which is adapted to the people 
of all situations, even the most humble; and that it is the Star of 
Bethlehem alone that so often soothes and directs those whose condi- 
tion would otherwise be truly comfortless. There is much instruction 
to be acquired’by seeing the effects of pure religion in the le 


without any of the fanciful trappings of the fashionable 
d. “The truth of the last remark may perhaps be more clear- 
ly illustrated by the following incident, which, though it may con- 
fain nothing marvellous, is nevertheless a simple fact. 

S$everak, years since, while riding through the centre of Connec- 


@ walks of life;—for it is there that you find her in her loveliest 


% ticut, | was one day unexpectedly caught in a tremendous thunder 


storm, far, a8 | feared, from any shelter. The rain was falliug im 
torrents, and those “groaning travellers of the sky—the lightning 
that glares and the thunder that rends,” shook the, very ground, 
and died’away in echoes through the surrounding woods, that of- 
ten startled me. In this dreary condition | arrived unexpectedly 
at a small thatched hovel, that seemed to promise bat.a_ poor re- 
treat from the pitiless storm now raging in its violgllie: Rate: 

aswell as the rain urged me to ask for its hospitality.. Little cer- 
etony seemed either to be expected or wished at such a time; and 
a ew moments | wasysnugly seated beside a good fire, kindled 
with’ small sticks, which lay in bundles round the hearth, and 


which bore marks) of having heen gathered by. a female. The 
_ only inhabitants of thissittle mansion seemed to be a neat, modest 


young woman, and her son, a little white-headed boy, who kept 

near her, as if afraid of strangers. ‘The cottage contained but 

ene room, which was furnished with a bed, a table, a few craay 
Vor. I. 73 
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chairs, and a small book-shelf, that contained a very few books, 
among which Inoticed a s Bidle. The rain was pouring into 
this dwelling from almost every quarter, as it was too ill covered 
to keep out the storm. The only light we had, came in through 
the crevices of the roof and sides, for there was no window in the 
building. I looked around with surprise tosee a woman s0 cheer- 
ful, and composed, while deprived of so many of the necessaries 
of life, I inquired if she was contented to live io such a situation, 
and if she was not very much dejected with her condition; turm- 
ing my eyes at the same time to a stream of water pouring in 
from the roof. “I might be discontented, Sir,” she replied, as she 
placed a large pan to catch the water, “I might be discontented 
with this life, were I nat» fully convinced that my lot is far better 
than I deserve, and will one day be exchanged for a better—] 
meanin heaven!” There was a resignation in her countenance 
thatierprisedime. She wiped her eye with a cornerof berclean + 
apron, and atmy request gave me a brief history of her life— 
She had married while young, with bright prospects of happiness 
and worldly felicity. But she was disappointed in the companion 

of her life. Her husband soon threw off his assumed mask, and 
showed himself almost destitute of humanity. He drank to ex’ 
cess, and-lést his little property at the gambling table among com- 
panions: as worthless as himself. Often be would return home 
late at night, drunk and cross, to abuse his poor wife, whose only 
comfort was to sit for his return, and weep over her little boy as 
he lay slumbering, unconsciouspof his grief. Afflictions always 
make men either better or worse. Upon her they had winma 
effect; they drove her to her Bible, and taught her, that amid al 
her trials, there was a fountain of hope which would never fail—a 
friend to the wretched who never forsakes. She thus learned 
how truly this life is a pilgrimage, how few were our earthly joys, 
and she placed her heart, her hopes, and anticipations in heaven, ¥ 
and was comforted. With cheerfulness and serenity, she now en- 
dured all the hard treatment of her husband, and no longer re- 
pined at her lot. She even informed me, that when alone with 
her little boy, while the raging winds threatened to crush her lit- 
tle cottage, sheyhad enjoyed seasons of communion with the Fath- 

er of her spirit, which more than compensated for all her loneli- 
ness. On beimgiasked if she could earnestly pray for the salva- 
iton of her hus , She replied, “while there is life | can pray 
and hop@; and often with tears and an anguished heart do | kneet 
for my poor husband, while he is ruining himself at places— 
which a wife cannot mention.” After a long conversation with 
this interesting woman, as the rain subsided, | left her, exhorting 
her to patience and faithfulness, not knowing as J should ever 
again be permitted to see her on the shores of mortality; and 
wondering not a little on the various, though necessary meant 
which God employs to train his children up for immortality, 
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During the several years succeedifig this visit at.the cottage; 
among the numerous avocations whieh constantly surrounded me, 
Thad almost forgotten the contented, though leaky little hovel 
which protected me from the storm; and perhaps I should never 
again have recalled all the circumstances of the visit, had I never 
again passed the same road. But in the middle of the last sum- 
mer my business called me to travel past the same cot. It was on 
astill moonlight eve in July, that I ascended the small hillock that 
again presented the little cottage to view. It stands at the foot 
of a wild, but charming mountain. I stopt my horse, and ima very 
few moments memory had placed before me, every detail of my 
first visit. There were many interesting associations of ideas, 
which my situation naturally suggested. And the scenery too was 
more than delightful. On the right, the rugged mountain reared” 

«its everlasting butments of stone, and defied all the blast#iaad 
gpawings of time. On the left, just through a marrow copse ot 
ods, the spreading lawns sloped as far as the bright moon would 
































' enable the eye to range; while the wild bounding stream, as it 
; dashed along the side of the mountain, seemed to break the still-~ 
i ness that would etherwis? seem complete. Indeed, so still and si- 
P Tent was all_around, and so quietly slept every leaf of the forest, 
r that one was almost startled at the trampling of his own horse.— 
e It was now after ten o’clock, as I drew near the cottage. AsI ap- 
y roached it, I observed it was in the same wretched condition as 
so erly; and 1 thence naturally concluded the husband was the 
4 -* game wicked man. The rough board fence before it was much 
| HI decayed, and every thing exhibited the appearance of neglect.— 
| A light glimmered through the crevices of the boards, which gave 
* evidence that the occupants were not retired to rest, and I deter- 
a! mined to call. On drawing still nearer, I was not a little surprised 
3 to hear a noise within; and at first I feared that it wasthe unfeel- 
Dy ¥ ‘ing husband, who, just returned from the neighbouring village, 
D- was closing another day of sin, by abusing his wife. Nor could! 
& for some time believe | heard aright, when on stopping my horse, 
th Theard a voice within, praying very distinctly and fervently.— 
It- While waiting, lest my entrance should disturb the worshippers, I 
h- noticed a large dog came round the house from a shed on the 
li- back side, and seated himself on the d6or-stone, without making 
ja- any noise, asif to protect his master while engaged in devotion; 
ay » he soon as the voice of prayer was hushed, he immediately re. 
¥ ed to his lodgings. At any other time, and in other cireum. 
i stances, | might not have noticed this; but now it led me to think 
th of that care, which God takes of all that put their trust in him. 
ng Hknocked gently at the door, which was opened by the same hand! 
ee ' which gave me admittance on a former occasion. The modest wor". 
* man had forgotten my countenance, and seemed somewhat surpri- 





sed at seeing a stranger at that time of night. I even thought she 
looked at me rather suspiciously a€ { took a seat as if te tarry 
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sometime. The subject ofiapligion was soon introduced, and she 
conversed with the same c tness, though I thought with more 
animation and apparent delight than when | before saw her. On 
being asked if she was still contented with her condition, she re- 
cognized the stranger who had formerly sheltered himself here 
from the peltings of the storm, and she received me With a joy 
* wholly unexpected. On turning round I saw the room was now 
parted into two, one of which was a bed-room. From this room [ 
saw the husband coming, with his coat in his hand. 1 arose to 
meet him. “Ah!” said he, “you are the man who once called and 
comforted my poor wife! ~ Well. I am that same wicked husband, 
who so often abused her goodness, and ] am glad to see you, I 
have hoped I should ope day see you, that I might tell you 
that so wicked a. wretch has learned to pray! O | have 
beenwa great sinner! but my wife has forgiven me, and # 
pray that God would also!” He wiped his eyes on his whi 
shirt sleeve, and I saw also the tears glistening in the eyes of 
wife, unless those in my own deceived me. He spoke with a feel- 
ing that could not but awaken feeling in others. In a conversa- 
tion of about an hour’in length, I learned that it was within the 
space of a fortnight previous, that he had become the subject of 
a powerful revival of religion in the village near by. He had 
exerted himself to oppose its progress, and though his hard heart 
was a stiff barrier against it, yet even that was subdued by omni- 
potent power. He was now to all appearance a new creature; 
and I beheld the man who had so often ill-treated his wife, and the 
wife who had so often prayed for the husband, and saw them both 
so happy, that I could not but feel deeply grateful for a religion 
which produces such a change. We united our hearts together 
before the throne of mercy, and each parted with mutual regret. 
As | was coming out of the door, he took me by the hand—“Sir, 
you live in ; do you know Mr. H.?” “Yes.” “And Mrs. H.?” 
“Yes.” “Well, tell Mrs. H. that the wicked James -————, who 
used so often to make her so much trouble, and who finally left 
her because she reproved him for breaking the sabbath. © tell 
her that this same wicked James , how prays! Ask 
her to forgive me, for 1 was very bad, and I pray God to forgive 
me. O11 have often felt hrt at my conscience for leaving that 
good woman’s service, just because she told me how wicked I was 
in breaking the sabbath! But by God’s help, I am now to live dif 
ferently.” 

J left the now happy cottage with feelings. wholly indescribable; 
and during a ride of six miles, had a good opportunity for medita- 
ting on the inscrutable ways of God. I have not since been that 
way; but | hear from authentic sources, that the change on the 
heart of the cottager is realy that he isnow very industrious, and 
ut the beginning of cold weather, he had got his little house repair- 
ed to make them comfortable @mring the winter. Indeed, there 1s 
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as great a change in his outward appearances as in himself; he#ends 
his two little boys to the nearest school, neatly dressed, and they 
promise yet to make useful and respectable members of society. 
His wife feels that her prayers are answered bevond her most'san+ 
guine hope, and is as happy as need be. Such are the now 
ising appearances; and it cannot be doubted but in the great day, a 
still greater effects will be seen to have resulted from the invert 
of religion in this cottage. “TsB. 






FROM THE CHRISTIAN HERALD, 
THE IMFORTANCE OF THE CONVERSION OF THE JEWS.* 


‘Genuine and diffusive benevolence should distinguish eve 


. Christian; and objects present themselves on all sides, calculated 


call forth that godlike disposition. The poor we have always 

h us, and at any time we may do them good. But to rélieve 
the temporal necessities of the poor, is one of the smallest and 
most limited spheres of benevolence, though necessary to its exist- 
ence, and to demonstrate its genuineness in all its other operations. 
Its noblest Object is the communication of spiritualgood—raising 
degraded mortals, or shall I rather say immortals, from ignorance § 
and misery, and restoring them to the knowledge, the favour, and 
image of God. Hereby we tread*more directly in the footsteps of 
that adorable Redeemer, to whose matchless love we owe our own 
eternal hopes. ' 

And here how extensive a field opens before us! Not now té 
mention the multitudes of profligate sinners every where around us 
in reformed countries—or the multitudes in popish countries; or 
the millions of pagans whose degraded condition and long neglect- 
ed miseries, if not their hearts and voices, are crying “come over 
and bless us”—let me only remind you of the state of the scatter- 
red seed of Abraham, and of the claims they have to our benevo- 
lent exertions. , 

1. The obligations we are under to them. The divine promise to 
Abraham has been fulfilled by means of his descendants, namely, 
that in his seed should all the families of the earth be blessed. Our 
blessedness comes originally from God, and to him will the praise 
ultimately redound; but the instruments by whom He has sent this 
blessedness claim our gratitude; and, if in circumstances that need, 
oreven admit it, have the first demand on our pity and our help.— 
Now these are Jews. “By them was the worship of the true God 
preserved in the world, when lost among all other nations, and by 


* This article is the substance of a speech delivered on the 27th of 
August, 1814, by the Rev. William Steadman, Divinity Tutor in the 


_d Baptist Academy, at Bradford, —- Eng. 
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themin due time transmitted to us. The first propagators of 
Christianity among the Gentiles were Jews. 

‘The penmen of the Bible—not only of the Old, but of the New 
Testament, were Jews. ‘The Redeemer himself, the foundation of 
allour hopes, the life of all our joys, our very life itself, was of 
of the Jews: of whom, says an inspired apostle, when speaking of 
the Jewish fathers—of whom, as concerning the flesh, Christ cama, 
and who, he farther tells us, (not only to raise our ideas of his na- 
tive glories, but also to confer a still higher dignity on the race 
from which actording to the flesh he sprang,) is over all, God bles- 
sed forever. Thatithe Jews are now in a condition admitting and 
loudly calling for pity and help, is known to every person of the 
least reflection. Surely then the obligations resulting from the in- 
estimable benefits they have been the instruments cf communica 
ting to us, must demand our most strenuous efforts to serve them 
in return. Wederived spiritual blessings from them, when total 
destitute of them ourselves; let.us endeavour to impart to t 
those blessings, now they arein a condition as destitute as we 
were, when we first began to’derive them from their hands. Less 
than this would fall short of our reasonable service, and leave us 
under the charge of prodigious ingratitude. | 

2. The injuries we have formerly done‘them. Of all the people 
upon earth the Jews have, forthe last seventeen hundred years, been 
the most cruelly treated; and, for nearly a thousand of those years, 
chiefly by such as have called themselves Christians. Of this remark 
the numerows exactions practised upon them by the different courts 
and princes of Europe, are but too evident a confirmation. It is 
readily admitted that their sufferings furnish a very awful instance 
of the righteous vengeance of God, as well as a continued illus- 
tration of the truth of the predictions of the prophets, and especi- 
ally of our Lord himself, concerning them; and may be therefore 
viewed as a standing evidence of our Redeemer’s mission, and, 
consequently, of the whqle Gospel. But it has beea at the hands 
ef God, and not of men, that they have merited those evils; and 
though prophecy has foreshown them, it has nowhere given to any 
nation or people a commission to inflict them. They were, it is 
true, fulfilling the divine purposes, and executing the divine threat- 
enings; but, like the Assyrian of old, they meant not so, neither 
did their heart think so. In most_instances the aggressions were 
upprovoked; and in those in which just cause.of complaint had 
existed, resentment and outrage were carted beyond all bounds. 
We cannot therefore but consider such-injiipious treatment as very 
offensive to God, and as teuding in a great degree to harden their 
hearts, and render inveterate their prejudices against the Gospel. 
Surely it behooves us, then, to use all our efforts to repair those in- 
juries: and how cam we mofe efiectually repair them than by as- 
siduously endeavouring, by gyery proper means, to brig those 
who have sustained them to MD cotiedce and the faith of Christ’ 
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3. The very awful apprehensions we are compelled to entertain eon- 
cerning them while they remain unconverted. As they are ina state 
of open, avowed hostility to the Gospel, which reveals the only 
way of salvation, and to Jesus Christ the only Saviour; as believ- 
ers in the divine authority of the New Testament,we cannot but 
feel the most awful apprehensions for their eternal state. They 
are rejecters of the Gospel, and our Lord himself says to them in 
the plainest terms, “If ye believe not that lam he, ye shall die im 
your sins.” What an overwhelming consideration is this, and te 
what unwearied energy, should it excite! While in this state of 
unbelief, through the just jadgment of God, inflicted in the course 
of his mysterious providence, their condition in this world is ex- 
tremely degrading; but their state in this world bears no compari- 
son to what we have every reason to apprehend awaits them in 
the next. Oh, then, if we have the hearts and feelings of Chris- 
tians, let us awake all our emergies, in endeavouring to rescue 
them from destructive ways; that we may save their souls from 
death and hide @ multitude of sins. 

4. The visible and glorious display of the divine power and mer- 
cy in their conversion. In every instanceof conyersion, we are 
taught to acknowledge the hand of God; we are his workmanship, 
created in Christ Jesus unto good works. Where the previous 
character has been less manifestly hostile to God and,to his Gospel, 
this divine interposition is less obyious; but in the conversion of 
the Jews it will be displayed in the brightest lustre. Their fath- 
ers crucified the Lord of glory. Their posterity havegdrom age 
to age, inherited their dispositions. Their determined opposition 
to Christ has been sanctioned by the practice of ages; and their 
antipathy to the Gospel has been increased by habit of upwards 
of seventeen hundred years standing. The FR anon their hearts 
grows thicker and more impenetrable. ‘Their hostility to the re- 
ligion of Jesus Christ has been likewise the most avowed and pub- 
lic; and cannot be given up by them without acknowledgements 
the most mortifying to their feelings, and which will load their an- 
cestors with the guilt of the most atrocious crime, and themselves 
with that of having been the constant abettors of it. .What,a sur- 
prising change then must take place in them when ‘they shall turn 
tothe Lord! Their prejudices will be overcome, their enmity 
subdued, and their reception of the long rejected Saviour thie 
most cordial and the most public! They shall look on him whom 
they have pierced, andshall mourn for him as one mourneth for 
his-only son, and sh in heaviness for him as one that is ia 
bitterness for her first-bofn. But how manifest will be the hand 
of the Lord. In this view is their conversion uniformly represent- 

ed.in.prophecy. Ezekiel was led by the spirit into the valley 
which was-full of bones; he saw very many in the open valley, 
and lo theyawere very dry! Upon hjg survey of them, he was ask- 
ed this very striking question, CMM these bones live? Be we 
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wonder at the hesitation which marked his reply, O Lord God, 
thou knowest? Most certainly if they should live, it must be by 
the immediate and visible interposition of Almighty power. But 
his eyes saw these bones come together, bone to his bone—saw 
sinews come upon them; and flesh and skin covered them—yea, 
breath entered into them; and they in consequence thereof arose, 
and stood up upon their feet, an exceeding great army. I need 
not make the application; God himself has already made it, and 
informed us that these bones are the house of Israel. All who are 
warmed with a zeal for the honour of God delight in tracing the 
operations of his hands, and wish to see his name acknowledged. 
Surely then the conversion of this long neglected nation must attract 
their notice. When the nations shall see and be astonished at all 
their might, they shall lay their hands upon their mouths, afd 
their ears shall be deaf; they ‘shall be afraid of the Lord their 
God, and shall fear because of him. 

Nor will the divine glory be manifested merely by the great- 
ness of the event, but also by the acknowledgments of the Jews 
themselves upon the taking place of it. What honour was brought 
to Jesus Christ by Saul’s embracing Christianity, and becoming a 
preacher of the faith which he had once destroyed! Nowhe allows us 
to consider him as a pattern to them who shall hereafter believe 
unto everlasting life, probably referring chiefly to the’ Jews his 
countrymen. And oh, how pungent will be their grief for their 
long continued unbelief and rejection of Christ! How ardent 
their gratitude, and how loud their praises for pardoning mercy! 
How zealous and unwearied their efforts in the cause of that 
great Redeemer, whom they will now most cordially embrace! 
Some one conjectures that the Jews, upon theig own conversion, 
will become missionaries to the world at large: nor is this conjec- 
ture improbable; as their ardent zeal, and their large acquaint- 
ance with the world, arising from their scattered situation, will 
eminently fit.them for such an important service. I venture to 
remark once more— 

5. The aspect this great event will have upon the salvation of the 
worldat large. \t does not become us positively to decide upon 
the order in which events. yet future, will take place; but careful- 
ly to attend to the language of Scripture. From that infallible 
source of information there seems sufficient reason to conclude, 
that previous to the most extensive spread of Christianity promis- 
ed in the latter day, the conversion of Jews shall take place; 
or to speakymore accurately. that their €onversion shall be the 
first great leading step towards it, and shall be immediately fol- 
lowed by it. Paul. in the 11th chapter of his epistle to the Ro- 
mans, seems clearly to indicate, that as the fall of the Jews was 
the riches of the world, and the diminishing of them»the riches 
of the Gentiles, the fulness er that is their ¢onversion as a 
body to the faith of Christ, Will be productive of an immensely 
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greater benefit to the world, even like that of life from the dead 
—yea, farther, that the removal of that blindness which has*hap- 
peiied to the main body of them, shall be at least an event cotem- 
porary with the fulness of the Gentiles. 

Out of regard therefore to ourselves as Gentiles, let us labour 
and pray for the conversion of the seed of Abraham. And let us 
remark this obvious difference between the conyersionof the Gen- 
tile world to Christianity, effected by the ministry of the apostles, 
and that of the Jews promised in the latter day. The former was 
in consequence of the rejection of the Jews, as is plain from the 
chapter already referred to; but the latter, instead of being the re- 
sult of the rejection of the Gentiles, shall be attended and follow- 
ed with their fulness. This, it is trye, isa very mysterious arrange- 
ment of the all-wise providence of God, but should never fail to 
excite in us the greatest compassion for the Jews, and the most ar- 
dent desire for their conversion. We have nothing to fear for our- 
selves, but on the contrary every thing to hope from such an event. 
Yes; then, in its fullest and most glorious extent, shall the blessing 
of Abraham come upon the Gentiles, and all the ends of the earth 
shall see the salvation of God. 


Let no one suffer his.efforts to be paralyzed by an idea that the 


conversion of the Jews is an event yet far distant; and that there- 
fore our endeavours after it will be in vain. How far distant this 
desirable event may be, is not for us to ascertain: itis not for us 
to know the times and.the seasons which God has reserved in his 
own power, But be it ever so far distant, it does not thence fol- 
low that our efforts will be in vain. If we do not see the harvest, 
we may participate of the first fruits; or if we be not favoured to 
participate even of them, we shall sow immortal seed, which will 
in due time spring up and produce a plentiful crop. Though Da- 
vid was not allowed to build the temple of the Lord, yet hisprepa- 
rations were of essential use in its erection by Solomon his son; 
and his desire to accomplish the great undertaking himself, receiv- 
ed the approbation and the plaudit of his God. 


SOUTH SEA ISLANDS. 


Extracts of a letter from the Rev. D. Fyreman to a lady in England, 
dated Taheite, Nov. 24, 1821. 


Tue power and wisdom of God, as displayed in the structure’of 


“this wonderful island, can only be exceeded by that stupendous and 


Marvellous change which has taken place among its inhabitants: 
achange which fills me with incessant astonishment and joy. Had 
Lopportunity and leisure to describe the former moral condition of 
this people, it would be unnecessary that I should do it to you: 
suffice it to observe, that it was peculiatly the place where Satan’s 
seat was, and if ever that awful being were allowed an incaraa,;, 
Vor. J. 74 
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tion, it was here, The details of wickedness, given us by the Mis. 
sionaries since we have been here, are enough to fill us with 
horror. How many human victims almost daily bled upon their 
cruel altars! “I'wo thirds of the infants born were instantly mur. 
dered by the hands of their own methers. J saw one woman the 
other day, who had destroyed eight of her own ofispring; | have 
heard of another whokilled nine, another seventeen, another twen 
ty!!! The god of thieves, for there was such a god here, was 
faithfully served, while crimes of other kinds too horrible to be 
named, every where defiled this beautiful land. All the worst 
passions of human nature were indulged in the utmost possible ex. 
tent. But, where sin abounded, grace much more abounds! 

God has done great things for this people. The faithful and 
hely exertions of his servanfs are most amply rewarded. The 
prayers of the British churches are indeed heard; and all the ex- 
penses which have been incurred, are now fully repaid. O that 
you and all whose hearts are engaged in doing good to the heath- 
en, could but witness what I have already seen; it would fill your 
soul with amazement and gratitude. 

Where I have been, the Sabbath is universally regarded ;not 
an individual is known, whether among the, chiefs, or the common 
people, who does not attend divine worship on the Lord’s day — 
The engagements of that holy day commence with a prayer-meet- 
ing,conducted entirely by the natives themselves, atsunrise. Knowing 
the backwardness of Christians in England to attend early prayer- 
meetings, what do you think my surprise has.been on going to 
these services, to find their large places.of worship literally filled. 
This is the fact at all the situations which ] have visited; the 
whole congregations indeed attend. At mine o’clock in the morn- 
ing, and at three in the afternoon, there is public worship and 
preaching, when their places are crowded. The congregations 
make a very decent appearance; all is solemn and becoming. — 
They have congregational singing, and it is.conducted with great 
propriety. In the intervals of worship, there is catechism of both 
young and old. The natives dress all their food on Saturdays; not 
afire is lighted, not a canoe is seen on the water, not a journey 
performed, nor the least’ kind of worldly business.done on the 
Sabbath. So far as outward appearantes go, this day is bere kept 
indeed holy: by multitudes, I doubt not, it is kept really’so. 

The missionaries have already translated “and printed the Gos- 
péls of Matthew, Luke and John, which are ih the hands of the 
people, and nothing can induce them to part with them. The 
word of God is indeed precious*here, The Scriptures are the 
companions of the people wherever they go. Not a family (I am 
told) is known that has not family worship, morning and evening, 
every day. §At every missionary station there is 4 church form- 
ed; and though it is only between two-and three years ago that 
‘hey were organized, many real Christians have united to enjoy 
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the benefits of the Lord’s Supper, and many more at ‘ae 
en 


tion are Waiting with»eager desire to obtain admission. At-oneé of 
these are twenty members, at another sixty-two, at another § 
ty-four, at a fourth one hundred and two. 

No public immorality or ifidecency is seen, All drunkenness 
and profane swearing are unknown here. All their former sports 
and amusements are completely put down. ‘Their morais are al- 
most all demolished, and many of them completely obliterated; 
and it isa singular fact, that chapels now occupy the very ground 
on which many of them stood. Never before did the Gospel ob- 
‘tain so complete and so universal a ‘triumph im any country over 
heathenism, cruelty, superstitiomand ignorance. Think not that I 
wish to represent these people as perfect; no, alas, human patune 
is the same here as elsewhere, but I state facts, which speak for 
themselves. r a 


Tn another letter he says: 


The profession of Christianity is universal; scarcely is the indi- 
vidual known who does not attend three times every Lord’s day at 
public worship. You would be charmed with a Taheitan Sabbath. 
O England, blush at thine own inferiority, when compared, in this 
respect, with this so lately barbarous land! No doubt much of this 
is nothing but profession; but there is a great deal of vital piety, 
I doubt npt. 

Yesterday (Dec. 5, 1821) 1 partook of the Lord’s Supper, with 
achurch consisting of 106 consistent members) The behaviour 
of the Taheitan eongregations is not excelled by any in England. 
All is solemn; all, apparently, is devotion. 

Civilization is making: rapid progress. Crimes of all kinds are 
almost unknown. Encouragesmissionary exertions and missionary 
prayers’ H any are relaxing in these respects, or are unbeliey- 
ers in the importance of missionary exertions, send them hither.— 
Ishould not have thought the sufferings and inconyenience of go- 
ing ten times round the world too much to be endtred for the sake 
of seeing what God has wrought in these idolatrous countries. We 
hope ito see all the islands which have embraced Christianity be- 

fore we retarn. Thirteen are known where the people have 
abandoned their idols and reeeived the truth. Other islands are 
petitioning for missionaries. Indeed, if missionaries could be found, 


there is every reason to hope that all the islands in this vast qcean 


would immediately embrace the truth. 
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wat FROM THE SEAMAN’S MAGAZINE. 
NEW-YORK. BETHEL UNION.—Seconpn Regorr. 


Ix reviewing the rapid flight of another year, with thankfulness 
end gratitade we can behold every where rising into notice, new 
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enterprises of Christian tenevolence, which so eminently charac- 
terize the present day. Every rolling season brings with it fresh 
tribute to the truths of religion, and new accessions to the triumphs 
of Christianity. : i xt . 

The Gospel of peace, in its steady and victorious march, is ga- 
thering its laurels alike on the ccean and on the lanc—the King of 
heaven seems to smile with signal approbation on every humble 
eflort.of his people todo good to seamen. agi: 

In. closing the feeble labours of another year, it is with peculiar 
pleasure and fervent gratitude to the great Head of the church, 
that the Bethel Unien are once more permitted to recount the mer- 
cies of a gracious Providence towards our infant institution. 

Commenced, as they hope, with an humble reliance on the God 
of Israel for help, and believing that “it 1s not by might nor by pow 
er, but by the Spirit of the Lord” that the soul can Le renovated, 
and the sinner saved, they have endeavoured to pursue the same 
means, as were detailed in their first report, to gather seamen 
from haunts of pollution and wretchedness, impress their minds 
with a deep sense of the importance of religion, and of the solemn 
realities of judgment and eternity. If, through this humble instr- 
mentality, a single soul has been made a partaker of the grace of 
the Gospel, “not unto us, O Lord, not unto us, but unto thy name give 
glory, for thy mercy and for thy truth’s sake.” , 

Whatever may have been the doubts and fears of some in its 
origin, the beneficial results experienced for two seasons have put 
to silence the voice of opposition, and in some instances, converted 
its foes to friends. c 

Without stopping to ofier any general remarks upon this inter. 
esting subject, which we hope tinds an advocate in every benevo- 
Jent heart, we shall proceed to give a succinct statement of facts, 
extracted from the weekly reports of the committees, relative to 
a few of. the meetings beld in this port, and of the advancement of 
the cause in ourown country, and other part8 of the world. 

During the last winter, two and three prayer meetings were 
generally held every week, at different sailor boarding houses.— 
On the Cth of February, 1822, the.committeee who attended at 
Mr. b’s, 275 Water street, report that the room was filled with 
seamen and a few neighbour:—singing, prayer, reading the scrip- 
tures, and exhortations, occupied the evening—-Some appeared to 
feel the powerful influences of the Divine Spirit—Mr. B. seemed ° 
deeply convicted of sin, and requested some of the committee 
would come and converse with him about his soul, and said he 
would have another meeting in his house whenever the committee 
would attend, ' 

Of another meeting held at Mr. William’s, 317 Water-street, 
the committee say: the room was filled with seamen—every one 
brought a solemn countenance.—Twelve “seamen were present, 
who were, to sail the next morning, and instead of spending thetr 
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last night on shore in debauch and revelry, were affectionate 
recommended to the merciful protection of God.—We seldom ev- 
er saw more order, attention and solemnity.—Three seamen at- 
tended a meeting at 65 Front-street.—'They had just arrived from 
London. One of them had attended bethel meetings in England, 
and their first inquiry on their arrival was for similar meetings 
here. 

At another meetirg the committee say, the attention was as re- 
spectful and solemn as any meeting we ever held, or perhaps as 
has ever been witnessed in any reguiar church.—Ajter leaving the 
house, two of the seamen, who had come from the lower part of 
the city, were heard to say that it was @ pleasant meeting, and 
they were glad they had attended. The efiects cf these meet- 
ings will never be fully disclosed, until the voice of the.archangel 
and the trump of God shall cause the earth and sea to give up 
their dead, and all the redeemed of the Lord shall be assembied 
at the right hand of the Judge.—In the expectation that maoy 
poor seamen will be there, let us incessantly cry, that a sovereign 
God would shed down his gracious influence on our meetings, and 
cause many, under a deep sense of their siniul condition, to cry 
out, “God be merciful to us sinners.” 

These meetings at sailor boarding houses, which with great 
frankness and hospitality were opened for our accommodation, 
were constantly kept up until the season returned which admitted 
of holding Bethel meetings on board vessels at our wharves. The 
first meeting this season was held on board the British brig Mar- 
shal Wellington, Captain Ayers. ‘The meeting was well attended 


by seamen, and at its cenclusion an afiecting interview took place. 


between a sailor and the Rev. Chatineey Lee, of Connecticut, who 
providentially attended, and made an appointment to net him 
the next morning, to converse about the interests of his soul. 

The committee who attended, on board the ship Empress, Cap- 
tain Sutton, say, that they had three prayers and three short ad- 
dresses: all the exercises were attended with the greatest sericus- 
ness.. A seaman (a hopeful subject of the grace of God, through 
the instrumentality of these meetings, within a few months past) 
gave'a simple relation of God’s dealings with his soul, and in an 
afieetionate and pathetic manner urged his seafaring brethren to 
attend these meetings, by which, he hoped, he had been brought 

‘to a knowledge of the truth. There were 70 or 80 seamen and 
citizens present—and the committee much encouraged. 

A meeting was held on board the ship Cincinnatus, Capt. Cham- 
plin—a large number of seamen present. The Rev. Dr. Bates, 
President of Midglebury College, and a Clergyman from Virginia, 
attended—great decorum prevailed: after the distribution of 
tracts, a sailor went to the chairman, and informed him that a 

great change had !ately taken place in his mind—he appeared so 
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much overcome with a sense of his own ill desert, and the divine 
compassion, that he could hardly speak. 

Of a meeting held on board the Scotch brig Trafalgar, Captain 
Henderson, the committee report, that probably 60 were present, 
about forty of whom were seamen. ‘I'o the people of God it was 
a season of refreshment, and to all present apparently an hour of 
deep interest and solemnity. As usual after meeting, tracts were 
distributed, which were most gratefully received; and the seamen, 
with the greatest cordiality, promised to exert all their influence 
to promote Bethel meetings, and persuade their shipmates to at. 
tend. The success which attends these meetings is only a partial 
fulfilment of the many, precious promises of the Gospel, and in ac. 
cordance with what we have a right to expect It is high time 
we should look and pray for greater displays of the grace of God 
in the’salvation of seamen, than we have ever yet been permitted 
to witness. ‘The signs of the times clearly demonstrate, that the 
set time to favour Zion is just at hand. Thanks be to God, the 
happy day is very near, when “Holiness to the Lord” shall be in- 
scribed on every vessel, and the Bethel flag shall be the best pro- 
tection of “free trade and sailors’ rights,” and one. of the surest 
safeguirds against piracy, plunder, and death. 

At a meeting on board the packet ship Commodore Perry, Cap- 
tain Allen, a sea captain addressed a company of about 150 se# 
men, their wives and others. The conduct of all presént was 
such as to encourage the committee to greater zeal and perseve- 
rance in this labour of love. 

On Sunday evening, July 21, a Bethel meeting was held on 
board the new ship London, Captain Candler. The Rev. Dr. 
Spring engaged in prayer, and delivered a discourse from Psalms 
xxv. 11. “For thy name’s sake, O Lord, pardon mine iniquity; 
for it isgreat.” ‘The Rev. Dr. Rice, of Richmond, (Vir.) made a 
few remarks, and closed with prayer—upwards of 1000 attended. 
it was an evening of great interest, and we hope of profit. 

At a meeting on board the ship Ulysses—after remarks by the 
Rev. Messrs. ‘l'ruiar and Chase, (alluding to the loss of the Albion) 
: Norwegian sailor addressed the meeting—he said he could attest 
“he truth of what Mr. T. had said.® He had experienced all the 
dread and horror of storms, but now he could trust in the Lord 
Jesus Christ, not by morality, but by a living faith in the heart, 
and could feel safe amidst all these dangers—about 100 present, 

On board the brig Morning Star, Captain Stephens, about seven- 
y were present; a sailor, whom we hope the Lord has lately call- 
ed to a knowledge of himself, made a short and animated address. 
io his fellow-seamen—urging them tofly to Christ.as their only 
Lope and refuge, pie 

A most interesting meeting was held on board the Venus, Cap- 
tain Ilavens. By the time the first hymn was sung the decks were 
illed, and many hearers were on the adjoining wharf. At the 
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close there was an anxious inquiry when there would be another 
meeting. vd 

On the 13th August, a Bethel meeting was held on board the 
ship Comet, CaptainsMoore.. We expected that few would be 
present, under an apprehension of exposing themselves to the pre- 
vailing fever; but, at 8 o’clock, were delighted tosee many mari- 
ners and citizens present. During the exercises a sailor stepped 
forward and said he wished to make a few remarks to his brother 
seamen. “My life (he observed) has always been spent in this em- 
ployment, and I have always been an awfully wicked sinner. I 
have often called on God to damn my soul.»Oh! if he had answer- 
ed my prayers | should now be in hell. ‘his thoughtless and wick 
ed life gave me no uneasiness until on a voyage at sea, the ship 
was capsized, and three of my shipmates swept into eternity. . t 
saw and felt my awful situation. ‘The first sincere prayer I ever 
made was then, “Lord have mercy on me”—the impression then 
made never wore ofi—I prayed continually, and for fear of being 
seen, went in the night and knecled at the foot of the bowsprit, 
and prayed to God that he would have mercy on my soul. As I 
did not receive any comfort from my prayers, J] said to myself, 
how can I expect it? I have often prayed he would damn my 
soul and send me to hell, and he did not do it; but for all this f 
gould not give up praying. I begged he would give me an under- 
standing heart, and take away the blindness from my mind. He 
then heard and answered my prayers, and gave memy heart’s de- 
sire ;*and I trust he has made me a new creature in Christ.” He 
then addressed all,the seamen present very feelingly, and said: 
“if you have any conviction of sin, don’t do as | have done; | was 
afraid my shipmates would Jaugh atyme and treat me with con- 
tempt. I dared not let any of them see me pray, or let any one 
know how J felt. But not so now—I am not ashamed of Christ, and 
Ihope I never shall be.” After he had concluded, another sea- 
man came forward and related many interesting facts. That 
about a year ago he indulged a hope of having passed from death 
unto life, and now recommended the Saviour to every one, and beg- 
ged all present to receive him as their Prophet, Priest and King. 
The scene was solemn and affecting. 

On the 17th August, by request of Captain Basset, a meeting 
was held on board the ship Fanny, bound to the Pacific Ocean. It 
was a season of peculiar interest. The committee seldom become 
acquainted with the effects of their efforts in promoting the cause 
of God among seamen,and when they are informed of some signal in- 
terposition of providence in opening the eyes, and breaking the 
hearts, of any sinners at their meetings, they do not wish to pro, 
claim it at the corner of every street; but it is cause of congratu- 
lation and rejoicing to Christians, to hear of one repenting sinner; 
aigels descend to learn the welcome news and carry the glad ti- 

dings hack to heaveng#we will state. therefoge. what took plare 
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after the meeting on board the Fanny. On the 19th, two seamen 
called on Captain P. for Bibles. He told them it was out of his 
power to give all the seamen Bibles, and that every person who 
wisied one could afiord to pay 75 cents forat—but the practice ig 
to supply all persons who cross the Atlantic with Bibles. One of them 
said, “I wish I had a Bible now, | never wanted one before.” “Wh 

do you want one now?” asked Captain P. “I want to read it.” “Wh 

do you want to read it now?” . He was. so much affected he could 
not speak. ‘When did you firs: desire to read the Bible?” “Now.” 
“Do you feel that you are a sinner?” “I do.” “How long have you 
felt so?” “Since lastSaturday evening at the meeting on board 
the Fanny; what was then said, and the prayers that were of. 
fered for seamen, gave me great distress; and reading the tract 
you gave me made me feelmore distressed. 1 have not been able 
to go out of the house before.” He was asked what tract he had 
—he handed it—it was entitled “The Bible the best of all books.” 
—1 have read the tract, said the sailor, ten or eleven times, and] 
want to read that book, the Bible. His request could not be denied 
Captain P. gave him a Bible, and the othera Testament. He then 
stated what a wicked man he had been. “Iam an old sinner—| am 
36 years old. I never had a moment’s concern for my soul before; 
and there were three others on board the Fanny who feel as Ido; 
we have conversed together about that meeting. My distressis 
so great | cannot tell you how J feel. If 1 get any comfort in reat- 
ing this Bible, | will come and see you again. You said there 
weuld be a meeting at Burling slip to-morrow evening—I will be 
there.” More tracts and pamphlets were then.given them, which 
seemed to brighten the dejected countenances of the distressed 
seamen. These men are probably now on the great Pacific Ocean, 
exposed to the snares and temptations of their deceitful hearts— 
far from privileges, and far from home, we commend them to your 
prayers. 

At this interesting crisis, our labours were providentially sus- 
pended, God, who moves in a mysterious way, and discovers not 
all his designs to short-sighted man, sent the pestilence into our 
city—and these solemn duties were intermitted until the returnof 
cold weather. 

No sooner had the committees returned to their houses, than the 
meetings at the sailor boarding houses were resumed, and are now 
continued?” It is not necessary to go into a more particular detail 
of interesting facts at present. We will barely mention, that ata 
meeting held at 317 Water-street. two sailors most feelingly ad- 
dressed their fellow seamen—related their experience of the 
goodness of God. and endeavoured to impress their minds with the 
importance of making religion a personal thing—the great business 
of their lives—-and to begin at once. 

At another meeting, a seaman rose and said a few words, which 
had a most solemnizing effect, and then prayed most fervently. As 
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soon as he had finished, another sailor arose and repeated afew 
verses of a hymn, which was sung; he also made a short address 
and prayed. Every individual wept—solemn silence ensued. 
Another sailor then said: my heart rejoices to see so many seamen 
here—these Bethel meetings are doing much geod, for seamen’s 
souls. At one of them I was awakened to my awful situation, and 
now I believe I am a new creature in Christ Jesus. It is my ear- 
nest desire that you will not neglect these meetings, they may be 
as precious to you as they have been to me. 

Another seaman then said: I join with my shipmate in favour of 
the Bethel meetings. From what I know and have seen, they 
have been the means, in the hand of God, of convicting and con- 
verting many seamen: One was held on board of a ship, when the 
captain, his officers, and crew were convicted, and became pious 
men, and had prayers on board ever afterwards, morning and 
evening. 

Lately a ship (he said) sailed from a port where Bethel meetings 
were held: soon after, she was disabled in rudder and sails, with a 
shore under her lee, and no hopes of escaping from death. While 
in this situation, two boys on board, not more than 16 years of age, 
were engaged in prayer, and said, let us join with the Bethel meet- 
ings which are held on shore this night, that God will bear their 
prayers and save us; the ship was safely conducted into port. 

Another sailor rose and said, “if | am permitted | will sing a 
hymn.” It was composed by a sinner converted, speaking forth in 
strains of adoration the love of Christ for lost sinners.” At the 
close he prayed, confessing the sins of seamen, and pleading with 
God earnestly, that he would make all captains, officers, and crews 
Christians—that all vessels might be made Bethels, where prayer 
and praise would be offered up night and day to Alftighty God— 
until the whole world shall be filled with his glory. 

The Board have thought it proper to go thus into detail of some 
of the meetings, that the public might be informed of facts, and 
not rest upon any general assertion; and they are truly happy to 
state, that the spiritual interests of seamen are becoming more and 
more an object of deep concern, not only here, but with the pious 
every where. 

In Boston, a meeting for seamen is held at Central Wharf, by 
the Rev. Mr. Jenks, every Sabbath morning. Sabbath evenings? 
religious meetings are held at seamen’s boarding houses; and the 
Rey. Mr. Collier preaches in a sail loft, at the head of Liverpoolt 
Wharf. It was not until the 6th of June last, that the way was 
prepared in that city for the first Bethel meeting, which was held 
on board the brig Cantine, at Gray’s Wharf, under the direction of 
a committee of several different denominations. The Rev. Mr. 
Jenks is much devoted to his work among seamen, and we have no 
doubt that Boston will take an elevated stand in this benevolent, 

enterprise. 
Van: I: 75 
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By a letter from a minister in Nantucket, we are encouraged to 
hope that a Bethel Union will soon be formed—of our 2,000 sea- 
men, he says, probably not one tenth as yet have a Testament or 
tract. Ships are returning from triennial voyages without having 
had either on board. Among our seamen in the cod fishery, a most 
happy change has been effected within a few years.—-On board our 
whale ships several revivals have taken place. After stating ma- 
ny other interesting facts, which we cannot here detail, he in- 
quires, what can be done to furnish them with Bibles, tracts, &.? 
They long for Books, and such as they have are of the worst kind, 
They are destined to impress a character upcn a large seafaring 
community, and to exert a powerful influence on every mission to 
the South Sea Islands, and to the coasts of America. There are 
between 8 and 10,000 English and American seamen cruising in 
the South Seas—a great proportion destitute of the word of life, 

In New-London a society was formed last year, and continues to 
persevere with a prospect of increasing usefulness. We learn 
that the subject begins to be spoken of very favourably in Provi- 
dence, and we expect soon to see a society formed in that flourish- 
ing and enterprising place. 

A Bethel Union Society has been formed in Charleston, S. C. 
and is making encouraging progress in their exertions to conyey 
the Gospel to seamen. ‘The first Bethel meeting was held on the 
2ist April, on board the Saluda: 300 seamen were present—all 
the exercises were solemn and impressive. Since this time, pray- 
er meetings have been held on board of ships every Sabbath eyven- 
ing, and are uniformly well attended; on some occcasions 4 or 500 
have been present—no class of men could have manifested more 
decorum, than has been observed at these meetings. A weekly 
prayer meeting at the boarding houses of seamen has likewise 
been established. ‘These houses have been opened for the pur- 
pose with great readiness, and the keepers of them have been 
cheerful and active in furnishing every accommodation. They 
even appear to feel a solicitude that their neighbours should not 
go before them im their eflorts fo promote these meetings, and the 
number of heads of families of this description who attend is 
weekly increasing. ‘Their anniversary, which was celebrated on 

the first Monday of December, is spoken of in terms the most ani- 
mating and encouraging. 

A Mariners’ Church has also been erected and opened for wor- 
ship in Charleston, during the past year. 

In Philadelphia, the Key. Mr. Eastburn is spending his last, ané 
we hope, his best days, in indefatigable exertions to do good to sea- 
men. Early in the present year a Bethel flag was presented te 
him for that port, from the British and Foreign Seamen’s Friend 
Society and Bethel Union of London, as an expression of the conge- 
niality of feeling of our transatlantic brethren with those in thie 

country in behalf of mariners. The Rev. Mr. Van Vleck, and the 
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Rev. Drs. Janeway, Ely, and Broadhead, together with most of 
the clergy of Philadelphia, gave their decided countenance and 
support to the institution; and from many other quarters it is gain- 
ing néw friends every day. 

In Richmond, Vir. the meetings have been very encouraging— 
and the door seems now open to introduce Bethel Union Societies 
in all our southern ports. It is contemplated to open a correspond- 
ence with our brethren in these places immediately, and to endeav- 
our to engage their co-operation in this work, by the formation ef 
societies upon 2 similar plan with us. 

During the past year the “Society for promoting the Gospel 
among Seamen” have published “the Seaman’s Assistant, intended 
to aid masters and seamen in the daily worship of Almighty God, 
on board their vessels at sea: with prayers suited to the various 
circumstances incident to a seafaring life, and a selection of psalms 
and hymns.” ‘This the Board hopes to find in every vessel which 
leaves this port. In connexion with this circumstance, they would 
take occasion to observe, that under the patronage of the same so- 
ciety is published semi-monthly, the Christian Herald and Seaman’s 
Magazine, giving a detailed account of all the measures in operation 
for the spiritual good of seamen throughout the world, and ‘record- 
ing the public meetings and proceedings of societies in their be- 
half. The Board would earnestly recommend this work, as 
forming the most appropriate source of information of the pro- 
gress of religion among sailors, te the immediate patronage of the 
Christian community. It is highly deserving encouragement and 
support, and they invite all the friends of seamen to promote its 
circulation. ; 

It is cause of great thankfulness that perfect harmony and 
Christian feeling; among all the different denominations engaged 
in this service, have characterized our public and private meetings 
the past year.—The hearts of the brethren have appeared to be 
cemented by stronger ties than ever, animating each other to more 
zealous, self-denying, and persevering duties in the cause of our 
common Lord and master. And here it becomes our painful duty 
to record the death, during the last summer, of one of our most 
warm-hearted and efficient members, Mr. John Tayler, of the Me- 
thodist Society. 

We humbly hope that he has been called to the rewards of the 
faithful. We have often mingled our hearts with his, in bis fer- 
vent addresses to the throne of grace. With the eloquence which 
deep feeling and living faith inspire, we have heard him plead with 

seamen to fly to Jesus Christ. We have witnessed the awful si- 
lence—the “- solemnity which reigned on the deck, while the 
most tender and urgent expostulations fell from his lips—humble 
and unostentatious, he was little known in the world—but his laj 
bours of love, his acts of beneficence and mercy, are doubtless re- 
gistered in the book of God’s remembrance. We believe that 
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with something of the spirit which animated the bosom of the ho- 
ly and triumphant apostle, in his last moments he was enabled, with 
humble confidence and joy, to exclaim, ‘1 have fonght a good fight;” 
and that now before the throne of God, with his harp always strung 
—always in tune, he has joined the millions of the redeemed in 
the everlasting song of 


‘Worthy the Lamb that was slain.” 
(To be concluded.) 





BRANDON HILL. 


To the Editor of the Seaman’s Magazine. 


Dear Strn—Having recently visited England, where I had the 
pleasure of enjoying the company of many ministers of the Gos- 
pel, eminent both for piety and talents; it providentially fell to my 
lot to spend considerable time in the company and fellowship of 
that deservedly eminent and indefatigable servant of Christ to the 

oor, and especially to sailors, the Rev. G. G. Suiru of Penzance, 
i had the pleasure to attend a sermon he preached on the after- 
noon of Lord’s day, the 14th of August last, on one of the highest 
eminences in the vicinity of Bristol, called Brandon Hilh I beg 
leave to transmit to you the heads of his discourse, with some re- 
marks and anecdotes introduced into the body of his sermon— 
Should this sketch affurd you satisfaction equal to that which the 
writer received in hearing the discourse, it is at your service. 

Respectfully yours, &c. E. P. 





Tue situation of Brandon Hill is peculiarly interesting; it com- 
mands a view of the surrounding country of perhaps from ten to 
twelve miles, and presents one of the most fertile and beautiful 
sceneries in the kingdom. ‘The day was clear and warm, and ev- 
ery respectful attention was paid to the preacher by an audience 
supposed to be from four to five thousand. The preacher com- 
menced the service by singing a hymn, and afterwards read Luke 
xix. 1 to 12,and Matthew v. 1 to 12. Here he made a short com- 
ment, by observing, “that the Lord Jesus went up to a high moun- 
iain, the same as we have now, and he commanded the people to 
sit down .on the grasss; and now, my friends, after the exam- 
ple of my divine Master, I have to request of you, that you will 
have the goodness to sit down on the gruss, that those that are be- 
lind you may have a better opportunity both of seeing and hear- 
ing;” which request was readily complied with, 

' He then read his text in Zech. xiii. 1. “In that day there shall 
be a fountain opened to the house of Dayid and the inhabitants of 
Jerusalem, for sin and uncleanness,” , 
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The following heads were introduced : 


. The fountain,—Christ. 

. The time it was opened,—1800 years ago. 

. The place where it was opened,—Jerusalem. 

For whom it was opened,—for the house of David and 
the inhabitants of Jerusalem. 

. For what it was opened,—for sin and uncleanness, and 

. the great necessity of its being opened,—for, if this 
fountain had not been opened, all the human race would 
have perished in hell. 


m Oto 


| 


It is not the design of the writer to follow the preacher under 
each particular head, but to record some of the excellent remarks 
made by this Whitfield-like man of God in zeal if notin talents: 
for of all men that he ever heard, he never heard any one who dis- 
played a more deep concern for the salvation of the poor of this 
world, and sailors in particular, then this plain and faithfal seryant 
of Christ. 

One of his first general remarks;—“TI once did look for an earth- 
ly paradise; but since, my erroneous imagination has been correct- 
ed. We often hear persons speaking about the innocence of 
childhood; but ah! did you never observe sin in children? Like- 
wise about the innocence of the cottager and’ villager, for poets 
have often celebrated them. in that light. But ah! were you to 
live with them, you would find them as sinful as the rest of man- 
kind! Sir Francis Drake, Captain Cooke, and other eircumnavi- 
gators of the globe, ask them if they ever found a place or people 
without sin; they will readily tell you, that wherever they saw 
the print of a man’s foot, they saw the print of a sinner! Go and 
tell any man that he is a sinner, and he will confess it; go and tell 
an adulterous woman that she is a sinner, and she will answer she 
knows it well. ‘l'ell them that they are in danger of hell, and they 
will reply they know it! All this has been taught them in the 
school of nature. But I have a better story to tell you than this; 
although you are sinners, there is a fountain opened for sin and un- 
cleanness. If this fountain was not opened, it would be an idle 
and useless thing for me to preach to you this afternoon, and tell 
you of your sins, without informing you and pointing out the reme- 
dy to you. I know a young woman who came to me, being much 
distressed about her sins, and said, what, if the sun, and the moon, 
and the stars were mine, what would they be to me if my soul 
were lost? I then preached. to her about this fountain, and told 
her that 1 was glad that she was distressed about her sins; and 


“wished that all the world were the same. ‘I'here is more hope for 


people in this condition, than for those who do not feel the dread- 
fil malady which sin has made in their souls. 

“f was once travelling, and on the road side [ saw a fountain, 
and there was written over it, “The inhabitants of this place, that 
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come here to fetch water, are requested to pay one farthing a year 
chief rent, as an acknowledgment that this fountain belongs to me? 
and there was the owner’s name inscribed. I thought this was a 
very reasonable and moderate price; but I can tell you of e foun. 
tain still cheaper than this, that will not cost you one single far- 
thing, ‘without money and without price,’ that is the precious blood 
of Christ; this is that fountain spoken of in my text,” &c. &c. 

The various topics he discussed on the several heads of his dis- 
course, were highly interesting; and the many anecdotes he intro- 
duced were very appropriate and much in point; so that the mode 
and manner of his preaching made the writer to draw a stron 
comparison between him and his excellent predecessors, Mr. Whit- 
field and Mr. Wills, the great champions in the cause and Gospel 
of the Lord Jesus. 

In the evening, at six o’clock, this good man preached on_ board 
the floating chapel to a crowded audience. The writer attended 
the place and could have wished to enter, but it was so thronged 
that a stranger found it difficult of access, until he addressed one 
of the gentlemen committee, (who was on deck speaking to the 
people on shore,) that he a recently from the city of New-York, 
and desirous of entering chapel, but found it much crowded; 
from which remark he immediately spoke to another gentleman, 
who with all possible promptness and politeness led him through 
the yast crowd, and placed him by the side of the pulpit in one of 
the best places on board, to hear. This statemement the writer 
begs leaveito give, to show the marked respect manifested by that 
excellent eommittee to a citizen from the United States, 

The preacher lodged in the same house with the writer, and was 
pleased to promise a sketch of this discourse, to insert which he 
left a blank in his journal; but owing, as he supposed, to the multi- 
plicity of engagements, Mr. Smith was not able to fulfil his prom- 
ise; but I send you a short paragraph of his intreductory remarks, 
which was all I sketched down. 

“There were three sailors that were eminent preachers of the 
Gospel, viz. Peter, James and John. With respect to the first 
sailor, he was the author of two of the most essential epistles of 
the New Testament.” 


od 


THE BENIGN INFLUENCE OF OUR HOLY RELIGION 
DISPLAYED. 


Extract of a letter from the Rev. William Goodell. 


“The day of his (Mr. Temple’s) ordination, I made an interest- 
ing visit to the Tuscaroras. J arrived just at dark, and found Mr. 
Crane surrounded by a number of young persons of both sexes, 
who came to inquire about religion. Some of them were hope- 
fully renewed, and others had some sense of their ruined cap¢i- 
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tion as sinners. One of them prayed in the Indian tongue. After 
that they sung our psalm tunes in the same tongue. Mr. Crane 
conversed with them by means of an interpreter; told them in ve- 
ry simple language, the danger of mistaking conviction for conver- 
sion, and what they must do to inherit eternal life. I made a few 
remarks, and offered the concluding prayer. Mr. Crane told them 
who I was, and for what purpose I was going up to Jerusalem. 
Male and female all came and: shook hands with me, as they left 
the meeting; and those who could speak English, expressed their 
good wishes and feelings. One said he hoped I should have a pos- 
pous journey all the way to Jusalem. Another said, he hoped God 
would make all the people good where I was going. A third said, 
he didn’t know about the Jews; there was a great curse on them; 
but when God’s time come, the vail would be taken away. ‘The 
next day, I cailed on: several familiés. In one house, | smoked 
with its inhabitants the calumet of peace. In ancther the man 
asked me, if the people of Norway, Sweden and Poland had em- 
braced the good word of God. And in a third, I took down from 
the book-case one of their singing books, and we sung several 
times together. The man, a very godly, prayerful Indian, sung 
tenor; his wife (who, I assure you, brother , Was a sweet, 
lovely and pious woman) sung treble: one of his daughters sung 
counter; Mr. Crane sung bass, and [ helped him as well as! could; 
for my feelings were so much excited, I could hardly sing at all_— 
Their singing is delightful. There is much sweetness and melody 
in their voices. Mr. Crane told me, he thought there Was more 
honour, probity, and virtue in his congregation, than in any congre- 
gation of whites in that region. They are now erecting a frame 
meeting house, at their own expense. Many of them live in fram- 
ed houses, and have oxen, sheep, horses, waggons, sleighs, butter, 
corn, wheat, &c.—The mission family consists of Rev. Mr. Crane, 
his wife, his two sweet babes, and Miss Brown, a teacher. I do. 
believe, if I had possessed no missionary fire before, I should have 
caught a spark while singing in that interesting family. I told them 
Thoped we should sing the song of Moses and the Lamb together 
in heaven; and left them with my heart raised to God in devout 
thankfulness for all I had seen and heard.” 





Was not this rest and refreshment for the weary pilgrim? The 
picture is drawn directly from the original, nor can there be the 
remotest suspicion, that it is too highly coloured. Who can exam- 
ine it without sympathizing in the feelings which the scene produ- 
ced in the painter himself? The heart must be a stranger to chris- 
tian benevolence, which does not swell with desires, that the happy 
ehange effected by the gospel, on this savage tribe, may be experi- 
enced by all the children of the forest, and all pagan tribes under 
heaven; and whose desires are not follewed by correspondent en- 
deaveurs.—~ Chris. Mirrer, 
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CHRISTIAN CHARITY. 


Imcome for the last year of some of the principal English Charit. 
able Societies. 


Wesleyan Society, - - - - - - $119,482 09 
Church Missionary Society, : - - - 146,557 70 
British and Foreign Bible Society, - - - 461,345 00 
Prayer Book and Homily Society, - - - 9,141 25 
Missions of United Brethr: n, - - - - 31,968 54 
Society for the Conversion of Jews, - - - 49,867 31 
Hibernian Society, - - - : : - 23,876 78 
Sunday-Schooi Union, - - - - - 7,832 09 
Naval and Missionary Society, - - - - 9,067 58 
London Missionary Society, - - - - 130,831 11 
Religious ‘Pract Society — - - . : - 41,160 66 
African Institution, - - 4 "996 00 
Society for Promoting Christian Knowledge, for 1821,225, 876 2% 
Baptist Mission in India, &c. - . . 51,555 53 
Baptist Home Mission, , - 4,133 33 


Society for the Propagation of the Gospel, for 1821, 68,580 32 


$1,386,271 41 


—_—-__ 


UNITARIANISM. 


Extract from Dr. Miller’s Letters on Unitarianism. 
(Continued from page 533.) 


if. A ruirnp Prejudice, closely allied with the preceding, is, 
“that undertaking to denounce Unitarianism, is not only a danger- 
ous but also a destructive heresy; and to exclude those who em- 
brace it from our communion, and all ecclesiastical intercourse, is 
really nothing less than persecution; and if so, contrary to the 
spirit of the Gospel.” That we should have our own private 
thoughts of any system of heresy, and should privately warn 
against its fascinations, those with whom we may have influence, is 
acknowledged by most persons to be a christian right; but that we 
should publicly, openly, and continually, hold up a particular here- 
sy, from the pulpit and the press, as anti-christian and destructive, 
and thus habitually endeavour to draw upon it the abborrence of 
all who believe our representations, is considered, even by some 
who are not willing to be aceounter friends of the heresy in ques- 
tion, as partaking of the nature of that spirit of persecution, which, 
as protestants, we all profess to reprobate. But this is a mere pre- 
judice, which a little consideration will serve effectually to re- 
move. 

What is persecution, as applied to the subject of religion? Its 














* 


wo, Bi ap ee eee ee ok, Oe ee COU. See 


—_ 


2 oe me 2 2 ee &.te SS &- & & BD Ak em kw Lk 











'S- 














1823.j Dr. Miller on Unitarianisin. 68i 


pursuing men with personal malignity aad bitterness, subjecting 
them to civil penalties, and offering violence to their persons or 
property on account of their religious opinions. Happily the gov- 
ernment under which God has cast our lot, does not admit of sub- 
jecting any man to civ:1 penalties on account of his religion, unless 
that religion lead him to disturb the peace of society. No vio- 
lence cau be offered either to the person or the property of any one, 
for any modification of religious belief, however shocking, as long 
as he remains a quiet, orderly citizen. Of persecution such as this 
po person, it is presumed, has any reason to complain. But, sup- 
posing we may call,—as I believe we may call—that man persecu- 
ted, who, on account of his religious opinions, is loaded with cal- 
umny and abuse, hunted down with slander and reproachful names, 
and either shut out from the offices of social kindness, or driven 
from his residence, by the unrelenting intolerance of public opin- 
ion. In short, where personal or social vengeance is wreaked on 
the person of a supposed heretic, instead of a decent refutation of 
his opinions; or where even his opinions are visited with a violence 
and outrage, inconsistent with the laws of christian benevolence— 
there is “persecution.” Public sentiment, and individual abuse, 
may, no doubt, as really persecute, as the magistrate, who spills 
the blood, incarcerates the body, or seizes the property of an al- 


‘ Jedged heretic. But is any individual or community in our coun- 


try, chargeable with persecution of this kind? I know of no ex- 
ample of it; and, unless | am deceived, should be as ready to join 
in heartily condemning it, as any Unitarian in the land. 

Is it “persecution” to pronounce a set of opinions unscriptural, 
and destructive to the souls of men, if we really think them so2— 
Is it “persecution” to warn those around us against a heresy which 
we unfeignedly believe that the Holy Ghost hath pronounced “dam- 
nable”” Then no man can preach the gospel with fidelity with- 
out being a persecutor. Nay, if this be so, no one of the inspired 


‘Apostles ever did preach it without laying himself open to this 


charge. In short, if this principle be admitted, it is persecution to 
warn our neighbours against a prowling thief, a secret incendiary, 
ora midnight assassin. But can any man reconcile such a doctrine 
with scripture, or evencommon sense? In denouncing Unitarian- 
ism, then, and in opposing it with scriptural weapons, we humbly 
con¢eive, we are not liable to the charge of persecution. We do 
not offer personal violence to its advocates. We have no desire to 
injure them in their oe business, or to deprive them of a single 
comfort in society. We-should tiink ourselves guilty of a baseness 
unworthy of the cause which we plead, were we to assail their pri- 
vate characters, or direct towards their persons the language of re- 
proach. On the contrary, we consider it as our duty to perform to 
them every office of Christian benevolence; to be careful of their 
good:name; and to he ready to promote their temporal and eternal 
— by all the means in our power. Nay, while we disclaim 
or. I. 76 
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all hostility to their persons, we oppose even their opinions with po 
other weapons than those of scripture and argument. Must we, 
notwithstanding, be still branded as “‘persecutors?” Must it stij] 
be often more than intimated, that nothing but the “‘power” is want. 
ting, on the part of Trinitarians, to renew the tragedy of Servetys 
and others, in the sixteenth century? Where is the “liberality,” 
the justice, or even the decorum of such charges? It is difficult 
to repel them without the use of epithets, which the christian 
would wish to exclude even from his controversial vocabulary, 

If the notions of some of our Unitarian neighbours concerning per- 
secution, be correct, then they have been themselves, for some 
time, in the habit of persecuting the Orthodox; for they have not 
hesitated to hold up them and their opinions to public view ina 
most odious light, and to ascribe to both a most pestiferous charac- 
ter. Again; if these notions be correct, then, too, Dr. Priestly, 
and Mr. Belsham, and other champions of Unitarianism, were in 
the constant habit, for many years, and some of them continue in 
the habit, of “persecuting” the Orthodox of Great Britain, in pub- 
licly stigmatising them as “polytheists,” “idolaters,” and “blasphe- 
mers.” But did the Orthodox ever call this “persecution?” | 
never heard of such a charge. They were too candid and too 
reasonable ever to think of it. Nay more; | have long known 
that the Pagans persecuted the primitive Christians. But Lnever 
supposed that the primitive Christians persecuted the Pagans, un- 
der whose government they lived: yet they certainly did, with 
the utmost plainness und fidelity, proclaim to their Pagan neigh- 
bours, that Paganism was a most false and corrupt system, poison- 
ous to the morals, and destructive to the souls of its adherents — 
Was this “persecution?” 

And here I am forcibly reminded of what occurred between the 
Christians and the Pagans, in the early periods of the church— 
The Pagans had been long accustomed, without the least difficulty, 
to tolerate each other. So obscure were their views of truth, 
and so slight their impressions of its importance, that the preva- 
lent idea among them seems to have been, that almost all sects 
were equally right, and equally safe; that they all bad truth 
enough in their respective systems to answer the great purposes 
of religion: and that, therefore, they ought to live together with- 
out the least dispusition to impeach the standing or the prospects 
of each other. ‘These being the current opinions, and the estab- 
lished habits of Pagans, it might havggncee expected that, wher 
Christianity appeared, and began to atfract public notice, they 
would have regarded and treated it with the same indulgence that 
they were accustomed to exercise towards one another, But it 
proved to be entirely otherwise, The Christians were utterly 

robibited by their religion from acceding to that principle of i0- 
Deriminate reciprocity with all other sects, which Paganism al- 
lowed. They steadfastly maintained, as the, bible taught them 





hn a eee ee eee ME ee ae Cll ee 








As 


i ee ie eel ee + a en ae ae 





a se ee) aoe 


a es he le et tee ee Bad 


fa 








1823] Dr. Miller on Unitariantsm. 608 


&, 
that all who reject the religion of Christ, were aliens from God: 
they called upon all men every where to repent, to turn from theit 
dumb idols, and carnal ordinaaces, and to believe in the Lord Je- 
sus Christ for salvation; and proclaimed, that all who failed to 
comply with this command, incurred the most dreadful guilt and 


danger; and, continuing so, must perish eternally. The blinded © 
Pagans construed this honest fidelity, on the part of christians, in-_ 
to an evidence of enmity to mankind. Their holy zeal in beseech- 
ing men to flee from the wrath to come, was considered as indica- 


ting 2 malignant spirit; and that which ought to have been recog- 
nized as the purest benevolence, was reviled as the bitterest and 
most merciless bigotry! The consequences were melancholy.— 
Both government and people persecuted the christians with unre- 
lenting fury; they were hunted like beasts of prey; their blood 
flowed in every direction; and that they were not exterminated 


from the earth, was not owing to the charity or the forbearance of . 


those whom they sought to save. 

Such has been the spirit of the enemies of the truth in all ages; 
and such it is at this hour. To every®orm of error they are in- 
duigent. When any modification of heresy presents itself, however 
widely it may «itter from their own, it appears as if the milk of 
kindness were the very element of their souls. Even the tenets 
of the mortal deist, though aiiowed to be erroneous and to be de- 
plored. are yet spoken of in the language of forbearance and com- 
miseration, rather than of heavy censure, or of solemn warning. 
But let Orthocexy make ber appearance; and, however mild her 


language, or respectful her address, not only the frown of disap- . 


probation is visible; but all the vials of wrath are poured out up- 
on her. She is loaded with opprobrious epithets; and appears to 
be really regarded as the most odious and dangerous of all adver- 
‘saries. ; 

_ Ido not'say that all who ‘are called Unitarians manifest this 
temper towards Orthodoxy. But I do say, without fear of contra- 
diction, that this spirit of ancient Paganism is very strikingly ex- 
hibited by the great majority of those Unitarians with whose per- 
sons or writings | have been acquainted. They have appeared 
willing to tolerate every thing excepting the truth. But when 
Christ was to be opposed, or his truth sacrificed, Herod and Pilate, 
bywhatever names they were called, have been ever ready to make 


friends together. On oo I make no further comment. You 





will judge for yoursely 
truth, or of the spirit of error. 

After all, it cannot be denied, that Orthodoxy, both in her doc- 
trinal opinions, and her practical spirit, has been considered, in all 
ages; by Unitarians, and indeed by the’children of this world gen- 

ally; as austere, bigotted, and even intolerant. So it was, as ev- 
ety one may see from the New Mestaibent: in the days of Paul; 
soit wasin the days of Irenaeus; Tertullian and Cyprian. So it 


ether it is characteristic of the spirit of | 
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was when the Waldenses exhibited their testimony in the cause of 
holiness, as well as of truth. So it is at the present day; and go 
it must be in the very nature of things. In the eyes of a dissipa. 
ted und profligate child, the most afiectionate parent who wishes 
fo restrain and reform him, is an enemy to his happiness; his com- 
i are unreasonable, and his controu! hateful tyranny. In the 
w of the lawless invader of the public peace, the conscientious 
and faithful magistrate, who loves and enforces the principles of 
social order, appears an odious despot, a foe to all rational enjoy- 
ment. For this 1 know of no remedy, but the conversion of the 
deluded. When his eyes are opened, tuEn and not before, he will 
see, that what he thought tyranny, was benevolent regulation; 
and what he loathed, as unfriendly to enjoyment, was most direct- 
Jy fitted to promote his temporal as well as his eternal happiness, 
w (To be continued.) 





DECLINE OF INFIDELITY. 


In the late reign of infidelity, Newburgh, N. Y. was remarkable 
for its deism. A blind emissary of infidelity, who visited Balti- 
more, and other places, appeared in Newburgh, and preached in 
the court house his abominable doctrines, railing against the Bi- 
ble and every thing sacred conneeted with Christianity. Through 
his influence there was formed there a Druidical society, named 
after the heathen Druidical Priests in Britain before the introduc: 
tion of Christianity into that island. It had a high priest, and met 


at stated times. These meetings were held in the true spirit of 


infidel immorality, for the purpose of rooting out and destroyi 
all true religion. There was at that time but one Christian organize 
congregation in Newburgh. It§ pastor, the professors, and friends 
of Bible religion generally, were attacked openly in the streets, 
and ridiculed with many vulgar and abusive epithets: and it is 
said, the pastor was even spit upon. The men who were attach- 
ed to this infidel club, possessed cunsiderable wealth and influence. 
One Sabbath, when the sacrament of the Lord’s supper was cise 
pensing, in the Christian congregation of the village, a few of the 
‘eading members of the Druidical club went to a spring in the 
aeighbourhood, and one of them, with the approbation of the rest, 
dministered the sacrament to dogs. evening, he who did 
the impious deed,was attacked with a eg sor disease: 
iis inflamed eyeballs protruded from thétrsockcts: his tongue was 
- wollen in his mouth: and he died before morning, in great mental 
and bodily agony. ‘This awful judgment was esteemed a death- 
:!ow to deism in Newburgh. ~ me, 
Other infidels have’since died, in the village, deaths little less 
arming. One of them, after a life of intemperance, was attack- 
yt by mortification and carhyneles’ on his bark—into which the 
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surgeons cut deeply. While writhing under the pain of the opera- 
tion, he begged the operator to abstain, and saic “He did not wish 
to go to hell with his back thus cut to pieces.”—His infidel associ- 
ates commonly attended around his death bed. and shamelessly in 
dulged in boisterous laughter and mirth. When his deistical con- 
nections were not in the room, he said, “It.was strange that he w 


ho ,- 
but a few days before had been in health, should be now afflicted > F 


so dreadfully, and that if he did not expect to recover be should be 


the most miserable man upon earth.” On the night of his deaths» 


and shortly before it, he, according to the habit of his life, swore 
in a shockingly profane manner. Re * ‘a 

Some other deists, who formerly occupied a respectable rank in 
society, and possessed considerable property, are now so degraded, 
that “no one does them reverence.” 

There are at present 5 churches and 6 congregations within the 
corporation limits of Newburgh, and a flourishing Bible Society, 
while deism is so abashed that hardly any one dares to speak in 
its favour. The population of the yillage is about 3000 souls. 

[Newb. Witness. 





F; yom the Christian Herald. 
ENGLAND .—Home Missions. 


‘Pur anniversary of the London Home Missionary Society, drew 
together an immense concourse of people, so that three very large 
rooms were crowded to excess. Upwards of thirty ministers and 
laymen addressed the assemblies, which, together with the inter- 
esting details of the report, excited a deep concern for the great 
number of people who, in that favoured isle, are destitute of 
the Gospel. The Society was established in August, 1819—it has 
(22 missionaries, 47 Sunday Schools, in which 177 teachers are en- 
gaged, and has distributed 200,000 tracts. ‘The missionaries la- 
bour in, 159 villages, among a population of 80,600 souls, out of 
which,they have about 15,000 hearers; and yet there remain, in 
their respective neighbourhvods, 145 villages, “with an awfully ig- 
norant population of 60,000 souls, where they either cannot gain 
access, or have not time to” preach. ‘The society has established 
a mission to the Gypsies, and taken measures to ascertain their 
routes, numbers, ha .and have paid some attention to the 
ignorant multitudes i city of London. 

We shall present on®™0r ‘two extracts from the report, which 
show the great need and importance of this institution. 
During the last summer the committee established tent preaching 
th Camden town, where multitudes had spent the Sabbath in the 
fields, instead of consecrating it to the worship of God in his tem- 
ple. The mission was continued sixteen weeks, 
The hours of worship were, in the morning before breakfast, 
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and in the affernoon and evening. Forty-nine sermons were 
preached during the season, and it 1s calculated that about 16,009 
hearers have been thus favoured with the Gospel, numbers of 

‘whom would probably never have heard the word of salvation had 

not this means been adopted. 

“None but those whoghave taken the trouble to explore the vil- 
lage population, can ibly conceive of their wretched state of 
ignorance, and of the degree of vice that prevails among them, 

“One of the missionaries, on entering his station, remarks: ‘{ 
uumbers greatly increased—if moral degradation unusually 
deepened,—if ignorance with insensibility be united,—if wicked- 
ness, blended with every vice, and heightened into barbarity of 
manners, constitute the importance of any station in your combin- 
ed judgment,—surely then the station of your missionary must be 
important.’ ” 

“Another tells the committee that his station exceeds every 
thing he ever witnessed for wickedness; for cockfighting, bullbait- 
ing, quarrelling, drunkenness, and lewdneas generally prevail.— 
‘These are a few out of many facts that are to be gathered from 
the journals of the missionaries. 

“A correspondent (not a missionary,) also writes: ‘I have tray- 
elled over'the greatest part of Worcestershire, my native place, 
and here,I beg leave to attempt a description of the very deplor- 
able state of the people in that dark county, which puts me to. my 
wit’s end to give any thing like a resemblance of the depravity 
of its thoughtless inhabitants. 1 will only touch upon the manner 
in which,the Sabbath is aned. I have been fifteen years in 
the army, but these people far exceed those in the service for ig- 
norance and wickedness. 

“ ‘| have observed two or three hundred men, women and chil- 
dren, assembled on a common to*witness men fighting on the sab- 
bath morning, when divine service ought to have been attended 
to; and this had been previously proclaimed through the parish- 
es,and yet so far from opposing it, the farmers came. several 
miles to bet wagers on each party. It is common for one parish 
to play against another at football, on the sabbath afternoon, and 
also at hurling, in a field joining the same field in which the church 
stands, even while a few old people are in the church, which is 
only about an hour once a week, and at some places once a fort- 
night. In other places they play at» some at balls, with 
sticks on the greens; others go to the Ti lines and nets for 
fishing, and numbers of girls and boys ass@mpble in large rooms and 
barns to play; someare working in their gardens; others drawing 
vessels up the river Severn to Stourport and Bewdley; and many 
are going to shops, and even to the city, buying and selling pro- 
vissions, clothes,’ &¢,” ¢ 

The following letter, lately received: by an individual ia New- 
York, exhibits the lively interest our British friends take in the suc- 
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cess of the Gospel in this country, and the warm attachment they 
feel for their brethren here, who are united with them in building 
up the waste places. c = Be 


From Thomas Thompson, Esq. Treasurer of the (London) Home’ Mis- 
sionary Society. % 
© London, July, 1822. ” 

Dear Sir—I wish you had been present to have observed the 
sacred pleasure and unmingled joy which so generally appeared 
when, at the last Anniversary of the Home Missionary, Society, that 
portion of the Report which contains your last favour was present- 
ed to our then crowded assemblies. 1 can indeed assure you, that 
the communication gladdened the hearts of my brother labourers 
in this delightful work; and the anticipations they then formed of 
the early attainment of your holy attentions, are now pleasingly 
realized, by the arrival of the address of the directors of the 
United Domestic Missionary Society. 

The committee of the Home Missionary Society have special- 
ly charged me to forward you copies of our last annual report, pa- 
pers, &c. and to renew the expressions of their cordial esteem, and 
ef the satisfaction it will afford them to continue a correspondence 
so full of promise, so animating to our best hopes; and that by 
these mutual labours, hosts of Christian warriors shall shortly 
go forth to occupy every fortress of the common foe, and when 
neither city, nor village, nor hamlet,nor cottage, in either hemis- 
phere, shall remain unsubdued by Him whose right it is to reign. 

Most cordially do we congratulate you on the spirit in which 
you have entered on the work. You may well proceed in the full 
eonfidence of Divine direction and assistance—the purposes of 
heaven, prophecies unfulfilled, the openings of Providence, the 
zeal which has been manifested, the prayers which have been of- 
ered, and our own unexampled success, each assure you a most 
triumphant progress. Yes, and we will march together with you 
in allthe might of a holy resolve; and, undeterred by difficulties, 
we will keep the honour of our Redeemer in view, as the polar 
star of our actions.—This shall guide us on our way, shall realize 


our hopes, and ensure us victory. Then the hallelujahs of cur 
peasantry in the valleys and plains of Britain, becoming united 


with the immense and'thic 
America, shall a to 
sufferings; and then” 
soul.” be 
Be ours, then, this hély ambition, that neither in Britain, nor in 
America shall the strong man armed keep longer his goods in. 
peace—let our children behold in us an unextinguishable thirst for 
moral and spiritual conquests—a heavenly earnestness to rescue 
the perishing, and conduct them to Him who alone can save. O 
tet them have to say respecting their fathers, “they sought not 


kly peopled regions of North and South 







“we see indeed “of the travail of his 


r common Lord, as the reward of his. 
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their own, they went up in the length and breadth. of the land, 
considering every portion of inhabited territory tributary to Him 
they loved; that thus they were enabled to finish their personal 
preparation for the employments and enjoyments of the heaven to 
which they are gone, and in the sunshine of the same rays, in the 
society of the same Saviour, and in the humble imitation of his 
bright example, it shall be our aim to walk.” 

Now is the season for labour. Empires are reposing after those 
horrid scenes which so long agitated our world. Educational, 
Sabbath School, and Bible Societies have created a thirst for 
knowledge, and the general march of mind. The entreaties of 
millions, unsupplied with the Gospel of Jesus Christ, urge us to 
seize the ploughshare of truth, and with unwearied diligence pre- 
pare the universe for the long wished for day, when, Divine inflv- 
ences having accompanied Christian exertions, ‘all shall know the 
Lord.” 

Home Missions are admirably adapted to facilitate this import 
ant end—consistency requires that every labourer therein should 
be a missionary at home—every convert becomes the centre of a 
circle whence the rays of celestial light diverge—and where, 
from his closet and the family altar, the ascending prayer is heard, 
“Lord send out labourers into the great harvest.” ‘Thus heavea 
is taken by the holy violence of prayer, and blessings renewed and 
multiplied descend into the neighbourhood and country all around. 

Much remains to be done—many opportunities have been lost, 
and lost forever —Great indeed are the numbers of those, who, 
from our cities and villages! have already entered the infernal re- 
gions; let us henceforth feel amd act as under the impulse of the 
soul’s unspeakable value. and of obligations that can never be re- 
paid, as expectants of a blissful immortality, let us aim to people 
that heavenly world with the inhabitants of every city, and tribe, 
and people, and tongue; and with them may we at last exclaim— 
“Worthy, forever worthy is the Lamb to receive ascriptions of 
honour, and praise, and blessing.” With the most ardent expres- 
sions of regard to the directors of the Lnited Domestic Missionary 
Society, 

Lam, for myself and the committee of the Home Missionary So- 
ciety, my dear Sir, yours, in esteem und love. 

P. S. It would be a most pleasing circumstance if the minis 
ters connected with the United Domestic Missionary Society could 
so arrange their movthly prayer meeting’ for the spread of the 
Gospel at humeas to have it on the sam@ €yening on which meet- 
ings are held for a similar purpose. The Christians of both hem- 
ispheres meeting for mutual supplication at [nearly] the same 
time, would be a source of pleasure 40 us, and a delightful sight 
to our brethren in the skies. 
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AMERICAN BAPTIST MISSIONARY SOCIETY. 
Rangoon. 


Tur Latter day Luminary, and the Columbian Star,—the for- 
mer a monthly, and the latter a weekly, publication, issued at 
Washington City,—contain recent accounts from this mission. Dr. 
Price, with his wife and infant daughter, reached Rangoon in De- 
cember, 1821, and Mr. Hough and family in the January following. 
The number of Burman converts, who had been baptised up to 
February 6, 1822, was fourteen. But persecution had arisen and 
impeded their labours greatly. é 

The last persecution of our distinguished disciple, Moung Shwag* 
nong, says Mr. Judson, which took place in September last, and 
terminated in his being obliged to flee for his life, struck a fatal 
blow to all religious inquiry. 

There is not however an end put to the hopes and usefulness of 
the missionaries. ill that is wanting to open before them a wide 
field of successful labour, is simply that one man should be made 
to feel kindly towards them. ‘That man is the king of the coun- 
try. Solomon says,—The king’s heart is in the hand of the 
Lord, as the rivers of water; he turneth it whithersoever he 
will.” 

The following extract of a letter from Mr. Judson, dated April 
20, 1822, shows that the usefulness of the mission is far from being 
suspended: 

My first attempt at translating was made on the gospel of Mat- 
thew, after I had been nearly four years in the country; but | was 
so dissatified with the result, and so convinced of the inadequacy 
of a four years’ acquaintance with a foreign language, to enable me 
to make a good translation of the scriptures, that I proceeded no 
further. Some time after, influenced chiefly by the importunity 
of the little church, which had grown up in the mean time, I gave 
them Ephesians and part of Acts. But it was not until I had been 
in the country nearly eight years, that is, about a year ago, that I 
undertook the work with a more settled purpose; and have now 
finished the Gospels, Acts and Romans. I shall probably, by the 
fime you receive this, have finished the whole New Testament. I 
‘translate, as you suppose, from the original, following generally 
the text of Griesbach. 


Chittagong. 


Chittagong is an extensive district in the S. E. of Bengal. It is 
separated from the Burman empire by a range of mountains; and 
is subject to the British, who have, at the capital of the district, a 
military force, and a civil establishment. Into this district Mr. and 
Mrs, Coleman removed, when it was thought they could no longer 
remain safely in the Burman empire. For a season they resided 
at Islamabad, the capital, called, also, Chittagong. In November, 
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1821, they left Islamabad for a place called Cox’s Bazar, where 
they arrived after a pleasant sail of three days. We find, in one 
of the above mentioned publications, a letter from Mrs. Colman, 
dated December 1, 1821, stating some of the circumstances which 
occurred soon after their arrival at this station. In their case the 
promise was certainly fulfilled,— “Lo, I am with you.” 

A Boodhist priest, on a visit from Ceylon, thought proper to pro- 
long his visit beyond the allotted period, en purpose to frustrate 
their benevolent designs. Mrs, Colman writes: 

Immediately on our arrival, the above mentioned priest com- 
menced hostilities, by seizing our teacher by the hair of his head, 
and by loading him with reproaches and threats—The teacher, 
who has for some time past given evidence of being a real Chris- 
tian, bore the insult in a very patient manner, and gave fresh proof 
that he had been renewed by the Spirit of God. The next day 
after, a mob, consisting of several hundred people, surrounded the 
place were we now reside, for the purpose of destroying ovr goods, 
and of expelling us from the town. But this blessed promise, 
“As thy day is so shall thy strength be,” was abundantly verified, 
The Lord stood by us, and gave us that composure of mind which 
was so requisite for the occasion. His mercy was also signally dis. 
played in quieting the angry passions of the human heart.—The 
mob, in order the more eflectually te acccomplish their wicked 
purposes, had obtained a petty government officer to sanction their 
proceedings. He entered the room with the most malignant coun- 
tenance, and made many attempts to induce Mr. C. to quit his seat. 
Finding that his efforts availed nothing, but that we both kept our- 
selves calmly seated, he seemed struck with astonishment, quietly 
seated himself, and entered into conversation. This greatly exas- 
perated the rioters without, who used the most abusive and threat- 
ening language; accused the officer of entering into friendship 
with Mr. C. when he had accompanied them to assist in. our ex- 

pulsion. Nothing indeed could exceed their threats and revilings, 
or the noise and disturbance which they made. The person who 
conducted the mob is, we learn, a very artful, wicked mam, and 
obtains his subsistence principally by receiving bribes. He, how- 
ever, by the overruling mercy of God, was compelled to treat us 
in a friendiy manner, and to disperse the mob without suffering 
them to do us any personal injury. 

This defeat only served to heighten the anger and resentment 
of the priests, who, on being informed of the event, immediately 
took a solemn oath, that they would not-eat until we were expelled. 


For several days we were subject to continual alarms. Various 


reports reached us that the people were determined on our expul- 


sion, and that, if this cuold not be effected in open day, it should 


be done under the covert of midnight darkness. But we commit- 
ted ourselves to our heavenly Father, knowing that we were safe 
peneath his protecting hand. 
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One circumstance was particularly trying to us. We had cal 
culated, that on the fourth or fifth day after our arrival we should 
have the agreement made with the carpenters, and some other 
preparatory steps taken towards building; but it was circulated 
by the opposers, that whoevér undertook to build the house, or 
to render us the least assistance, should be considered worthy of 
death; and so effectually did this threat terrify the people, not on- 
ly in Cox’s Bazar, but throughout the surrounding villages, that 
we found it impossible to procure a single workman. Even an 
Arrakanese, whom we had hired on our first arrival, became so 
alarmed that he begged we would discharge bim. 

By some mears the order which the magistrate promised to is- 
sue on our account was detained a number of days. Had it reach- 
ed here before us, it is probable that much of the disturbance 
would have been prevented.—However, on the 21st of November, 
just nine days after our arrival, to our great relief and joy, it was 
feceived. It was very satisfactory, and produced a happy effect. 
In the course of a few days, another very severe order was issued, 
accompanied by a polite and obliging letter from the judge to Mre 
C. In consequence of these orders, particularly of the last, the 
tumult has ceased, and the people are no longer afraid to work for 
us. We have now the satisfaction of seeing a beginning made on 
the bungalow, and expect that it will be completed in the course 
of twenty days. 


Death of Mr. Colman, 


In less than eight months after his removal to this place, Mr. 
Colman was called away from all earthly labours and trials. He 
died of a Jungle fever on the 4th of July last. Mrs. Colman was 
also ill of the same fever. Mr. Colman was an excellent mission- 
ary; and his loss cannot but be severely selt by his associates, and 
by the society under whose patronage he was.—-Miss. Herald. 





FROM THE AMERICAN MISSIONARY REGISTER. 
UNITED FOREIGN MISSIONARY SOCIETY. 


Since the publication of the last number of the Register, com- 
munications have heen received from our various Missionary Sta- 
tions to the following dates:—From Union to the 16th of Septem- 
ber; Harmony to the 12th of October; Tuscarora to the 18th of 


| November; Seneca to the 10th of December: and Cataraugus to 


P the 12th of the same month. With the exception of a few cases 
“ 3 . ; : - 
~ of Intermittent Fevers, of a comparatively mild type, our Mission- 


aries were enjoying comfortable health, and were pursuing their 
labours generally with encouraging prospects of success — Details 
will be given below. 
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UNION MISSION. 


In a short letter of the 16th of September, accompanying the 
Journal for the month of August, the Superintendent mentions that 
the supplies which had recently reached the Station, were “pre- 
served in the most perfect order.” *He also expresses the grati- 
tude of the Mission Family to those Christians by whom a consider. 
able portion of the goods had been contributed. 

In relation to the health of the Family, and to the situation of 
the School, the Superintendent thus briefly remarks :—“T he health 
of this Family is generally good. Brother George Requa, and Sis- 
ter Cleaver, are the only two who are not able to attend to active 
duties.—Both the boys who left us have returned, but there hag 
been no accession to the School since June.” 

A supply of flour from the banks of the Ohio reached the Mis- 
=) sion House on the 7th of August. It appears, by the Journal, that 
the Family had been destitute of flour for seven weeks, and were 
not able to procure any other substitute for bread than boiled 
corn. 
































GREAT OSAGE MISSION. 


From this Mission. we have two short letters of the 12th of 
October. They both relate principally to the want of a black- 
smith, and to other temporal concerns of the Mission,—The Fani- 
ly, up to that date, continued to enjoy better health, than they had 
reason to anticipate 

Miss Comstock, of this Mission, was married early in October to 
Mr. William C. Requa, of the Union Mission. It was expected 
that they would proceed to that station in the course of the month. 

We have no later Journal from this Mission than that published 
in the Register for December. 


TUSCARORA MISSION. 
Extract from Mr. Crane’s Letter of the 18th of November. 





I have recently endeavoured to lead the Church to engage in 
more active efforts in the cause of religion. Some appear willing, 
but their attention has been so much confined for some months past 
to the difficulties which have agitated the tribe, that their pious 
feelings have become in some measure languid and inefficient.— 
We have succeeded in establishing a Conference meeting on Sab- 
bath evening, from which we anticipate the most happy conse- 
quences. It is conducted altogether by the members of the Church; 
and the object of it will be to have every male member ofler his 
reflections upon the discourse which has heen delivered. By this 
meeting, | hope to secure the attention of every member to the in- 
structions of the Sabbath. It will also have a tendency to form a 
habit of conversing on religious subjects whenever they meet.— 
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Our young members will thus acquire a useful degree of confi- 
dence and fluency in expressing their sentiments. They will be- 
come qualified for offering public exhortations; and, in addition to 
their attainment of more knowledge, they will have any misap- 
prehensions corrected, and the truths commmunicated in the ser- 
mon more deeply impressed on their memories. 

A prayer-meeting has been established on Wednesday evenings, 
for all the members of the Church, and all others whe may feel 
disposed to attend. 

Arrangements have been made for a meeting of the females for 
prayer. 


SENECA MISSION. 
Rev. T. S. Harris to the Domestic Secretary—November 13, 1822. 


Dear Sir—We would cherish the hope that the chiefs especial- 
Pe have more confidence in the rectitude of our proceedings than 
ormerly. They appear to be more disposed to hold up our hands 
in our attempts to instruct their children, by cheerfully correcting, 
as far as practicable, every vicivus habit which they may be in 
danger of imbibing. The school, though small, (consisting of 
eighteen in number,) appears to become more tractable, and much 
more contented, than it has been. 

Many of our religious meetings on the Sabbath are attended with 
becoming punctuality; and we trust that they will at length prove 
“none other than the gate of heaven” to some souls. May the 
Spirit of the Divine Saviour inspire the hearts of the Board with 
zeal and wisdem, in promoting the spiritual interests of his peo- 
ple. 


CATARAUGUS MISSION. 


Extract of a Letter from Mr. Thayer to the Domestic Secretary— 
. Dec. 12, 1822. 


Having mentioned the causes which had retarded his prepara- 
tions for receiving the Indian children into his family, and express- 
ed the expectation that his school would commence early in Janu- 
ary, Mr. Thayer remarks :— 

J hope soon to communicate something relative to these children 
who have so long remained in heathen darkness. We look for- 
ward with anxious feeling to the time when we hope to receive 
them into our family; and make them the objects of our particular 
care—when they shall be snatched from the abodes of filth and ig- 
norance, and be favoured with an epportunity for improvement.— 
Let our toils, our labours, and our trials be ever so great, if we can 
be instrumental of any good to these perishing immortals, we shall 
rejoice—yea, we do rejoice in the prospect of usefulness. 

We entreat an interst in your prayers, that we may have grace 
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sufficient for our day, and may be prepared for the interesting work 
of teaching these heathen children. 


CHOCTAW MISSION. 


Mr. Kingsbury has established another Missionary Station 
among this tribe of Indians, in the south east part of the nation, 
where a school wil] commence under the supermtendence of Mr. 
Jewell. For the support of this school an appropriation of $1900 
annually, for 16 years, was made by the Choctaws in March, 1890, 
The station is situated on the east side of the Buckatunnee, a la 
creek which empties into the Chickisahha, and is 50 miles N. W, 
from St. Stephens, within 2 miles of the white settlement, and 
within seven miles of mills, and three miles of a blacksmith shop. 

The intelligence which follows, extracted from the journal of 
the missionaries, respecting the progress of Indian civilization is 
most interesting. It will perhaps occur to the minds of our read- 
ers, that no attempts to suppress intemperance in this Christian, 
civilized land, have had half the success, which has attended those 
made among the Choctaws. The dreadful custom of destroying 
infants, with its remedy, is brought distinctly to view. Every 
where, “the dark places of the earth are full of the habitations of 
eruelty.” 

The prospects of this part of the nation are encouraging, asit 
respects civilization. Several important laws have lately been 
‘made by the chiefs, and promptly executed by the regulating com- 


pany. 
Law for the suppression of Intemperance. 


The object of one of these laws is, to suppress intemperance. 
For a long time, the Choctaws have carried on a great trade in 
whiskey. ‘Those who could raise money, or who had cattle to dis- 
pose of, would purchase large quantities in the settlements, for the 
purpose of retailing it at a great advance upon the first cost— 
Four years ago, the price was one dollar for a bottle containing 
about half a pint. No sooner was it announced, that a cargo of 
whiskey had arrived, than all within hearing would assemble, and 
never quit the place till it was consumed. ‘Those who had money 
would give it, When that was wanting, clothes, blankets, guns, 
and every species of property, would be freely given ig exchange 
for whiskey, with very little regard to the comparative value of 
the articles. It would be impossible to describe the evils which 
resulted from the practice. Poverty, wretchedness, quarrelling 
and murder, filled the country.—This is now wholly stopped in 
this part of the nation. ‘What could not be checked by the influ- 
ence of the government, or the strong arm of civil power, is 20W 
completely put down by the Choctaws themselves. 
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Law respecting Infanticide. 


Another important law is against infanticide. From time im- 
memorial, the Choctaws have considered this no crime. Hundreds 
of helpless children have been inhumanly murdered by their pa- 
rents. A young man takes a wife, and having no means of sup- 
porting a family, soon leaves her. The woman seeing herself de- 
serted, says her child has no father to provide it a blanket: it 
had better be dead than alive. Sometimes it is destroyed before 
birth. Sometimes the mother digs a grave, and buries it alive, 
soon after it is born. Sometimes she puts it to death by stamping 
on its breast, by strangling it, or by knocking it on the head. Yes! 
this horrid practice has prevailed for ages among the Choctaws!— 
Thanks be to God, it is now likely to be effectually checked. 

A woman was lately brought before a council of captains and 
warriors in the district, charged with having killed her infant 
child. On trial it appeared, that when the child was three days 
old, she killed it, by knocking it on the head with a pine knot — 
She was tied to a tree, and whipt till she fainted. Her husband, 
who had instigated her to this deed, was punished. in like manner. 
This was the first punishment inflicted in this nation for infanticide; 
and it is believed the practice wil soon be abandoned, at least in 
this district. 


Opinion of a Choctaw woman, with respect to Education. 


May 14. A Choctaw woman came to-day with her little son, 
whom she wished to have admitted into the school. Mr. Hooper, 
before receiving the boy, stated the course he should pursue—that 
he had certain rules, which must be observed; that in case of 
disobedience, he should punish the offender: and that her son 
would be required to work when out of school. ‘To this she re- 
plied, that she had brought her son a great distance to be educa- 
ted; that she had given him up to the direction of the teacher; 
and that she wished him to be kept in subjection, and punished 
when he deserved it:—“for,” said she, “if he remains at home, 
and is not governed, when he is old, perhaps he will get drunk 
and whip his mother.”"—The observations which this woman had 
made, had suggested to her something like that great principle in 
the moral government of God——“Train up a child in the way he 
should go, and when he is old he will not depart from it.” 


—_—- 


WESTERN INDIANS. 


' Rev. S. Giddings, of St. Louis, performed a tour among the Wes- 
tern ludians, in behalf of the Foreign Missionary Society. He 
visited various tribes, and selected a site for an extensive mission- 
‘ry establishment near Council Bluffs.—Sickness prevailed at Har 
meny, the station among the Great Qsages, in July last. At the 
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close of the month, all were recovering. Some of the Indians be. 
gan to discover a disposition to’ labour. Two coloured men from 
Missouri requested to be received as hired men at the station, that 
they might enjoy religious privileges. One hired man was under 
impressions. ‘The Indians were expecting an attack from the Del- 
awares and Shawanese. The Osages have had a skirmish with 
the laways. They killed 5; and had 2 killed and 2 wounded, Sept. 
23d, only 9 Osage children were m the schoo]. The parents take 
away the children on the slightest occasions, and much against 
the children’s wishes. 


——— 


JUBILEE IN LABRADOR. 


Tue labours and sacrifices of the United Brethren, for the 
spread of the Gospel, have for a long period excited the attention 
of the Christian world. Their exertions in Labrador, particular. 
ly, have been almost without a parallel, and in reflecting upon mis- 
sionary trials there is no place to which the mind more readily 
turns, than to this inhospitable country, where the Moravians have 
been labouring for more than fifty years—Shut out in a great 
measure from intercourse with the world they depend for their 
supplies upon a vessel sent them once a year, and which through 
the goodness of God has never disappointed their hopes, although 
the navigation of that northern ocean is peculiarly hazardous.— 
There are sixteen missionaries at three different stations; one of 
which is Nain, formed in 1771; Okkak, 1776; Hopedale, 1782. 

[ Rel. Int. 


On the 9th of August, 1821, the Jubilee of this Mission was cel- 
ebrated with much gratitude and joy. The Brethren’s ship, the 
Harmony, came to anchor at Nain, on that day, which was the ve- 
ry day of the month when, half a century before, in the year 
1771, the first ship arrived at Nain, with Fourteen Brethren and 
Sisters, to begin the Settlement at that place. This Jubilee was 
observed at each Settlement, with a thankful adoration of the 
good Providence of God, that the ship annually sent to the Mis- 
sion had sailed to and fro in safety, during this whole period, 
though exposed to peculiar dangers in those dreary regions, from 
storms and ice, and amidst rocks and dreadful fogs. Of the spir- 
itual blessings bestowed on the Mission, the Brethren write:— 

“Surely we have the greatest encouragement by the considera- 
tion of what our Lord has eflected by it during these fifty years of 
the existence of the Mission in this country, where formerly dark- 
ness and death reigned. ‘Truly it may be said of the Esquimaut 
Nation, that they sat in the shadow of death, under the cruel bon- 
dage of satan; but God our Saviour has wrought deliverance, and 
hrought many of them into the glorious liberty of the children of 
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God.—Many are already among the saints in bliss, praising Him 


wl with eternal songs for their redemption by His blood.” 

= The celebration of the Mission Jubilee was enlivened by the un- 
“e expected visit of His Majesty’s Sloop, the Clinker, Capt. W. Mar- 
"i tin, sent by the Governor of Newfoundland to survey the coast, 
ro and expressly to visit the Settlements of the Brethren. Captain 


Martin manifested the utmost kindness to all; and entered, with 
i. feeling, into the concerns of the Mission. To the great delight of 
the Esquimaux, he decorated the Sloop with fifty flags of different 
nations, in celebration of the Mission Jubilee. This visit has giv- 
en confidence to the Brethren, and has silenced a malicious report, 
spread among the Southern Esquimaux, that the Governor of 
Newfoundland meant to destroy the Mission. 
The Esquimaux are manifestly protiting by the Gospels and 
he Epistles which have been Jately, one portion after another, put in- 
to their hands—Their minds are much enlightened thereby, and : 
they are evidently growing in the knowledge and grace of Christ. q 
The Schools are more diligently attended: and the children read 
ily the Scri:tures to such-of the adults as cannot read themselves.— b, 
| In gratitude for so great a benefit, they have made contributions 


ast 


1iS- 


om of seals’ blubber—some a whole seal, and others such pieces as 
ite they could afford—which yielded 30 gallons of oil, the value of 
ch which has been presented to the British and Foreign Bible Socie- 
igh ¥. 
: of ? .s a 
SANDWICH ISLAND MISSION. 

Int. STATION OF WOAHOO. j 
el- 3 , 
, , 4 
the Journal of the Missions. a 
sell Tue account of Kaahoomanoo’s illness, as given in the following bs, 
- extracts, derives a peculiar interest from the high standing which bi 
und this female has long held among her own people and with foreign- we 
bg: ers. In regard to birth, if we are correctly informed, she is of .. 
he the highest rank; and, however strange it may appear, vast im- : 
lis- portance is attached to noble birth by all the islanders of the Pa- ; 
od, cific. For many years she was the principal queen of Tamaha- a 
- maha, and exerted a great influence over him, and an almost un- 
al bounded influence over others. Since his death, she has been 

principal counsellor of the young king, and is a more popular ru- 
roe ler than any other at the islands. In a political point of view, 
Ae much depended on the continuance of her life. 
ud Our readers will also feel an interest in every mode of access 
10 


to the minds of the natives which the missionaries may employ. 
aah Among these various modes, that of visiting the sick is one of the 
ind most important. On the bed of languishing the untutored savage, 
of Vex. 1 78, ; 
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not less than other men, feels his own weakness, and longs for the 
interposition of some superior power. 

When we see a Christian missionary kneeling by the bed-side of 
a heathen ruler, and offering prayers in the name of Christ, we 
are not to forget, that in many islands of the Pacific, human sacyj- 
fices would be resorted to, at this day, on a similar occasion; and 
that a few years since ‘the preservation of a queen’s or a prince’ ‘s 
life would have been sought, even here, by the blood of strangled 
infants, or poisoned men. 

Dec. 15, 1821. Returning from an excursion in the neighbour- 
hood, Messrs. Bingham and Thurston fell upon the cottage ot two 
Lascars, who, a year ago, applied to us for medical aid. One of 
them was found exceedingly emaciated, sitting on the ground at 
the door of his hut, an emblem of poverty and wretchedness, 
Mr. Bingham asked him if he thought seriously of Jehovah, the 
Great God. He replied, “Me no =ee him.” “Where is your God?” 
Pointing upward, he pronounced the name of Jesus Christ. “Is 
Jesus Christ your God.” “Yes, Jesus Christ and Mahomet is all 
the same, and Mahomet is my God.”—Here Serang his companion, 
added, “In my Bible he is called Mahomet; but in your Bible, he 
is called Jesus Christ,—all the same.” “No, they are not the 
same; Mahomet is one, and Jesus Christ is another: Mahometis 
an impostor, Jesus is a Saviour: Mahomet cannot make your 
heart better, Jesus can; Mahomet cannot take you to heaven; 
Jesus can, if you believe in him.” 


Stekness of Kaahoomanoo. 


Not much less wretched is the highest female in this nation, 
who having been ill several days, was this morning apprehended 
to be at the point of death. She is assidiously attended by the 
two Russian physicians; but with little hope of her continuing 
through the day. It is quite observable, that two such skilful men 
should be again providentially present, when so specially need- 
ed. 

16. On the evening of this day, Mr. and Mrs. Bingham visited 
the afflicted Kaahoomanoo, who, in her sorrows, does not forget 
us, but has sent us a token of her friendship to-day. She is a 
little better, but not out of danger. Mr. Bingham said to her, 
after the usual salutations, in which she appeared to be more 
than usually cordial, “I! hope you think seriously of the Great 
God and our Saviour.” She replied, “I think more about him 
since | have been sick.”—“Jesus Christ died for sinnefs. He can 
make you well, if that is best; or he can take your soul to heay- 
en, if you believe in him.” She replied “miti.” [good.] “Is it 
your desire that | should engage in prayer to God for you?”— 
“Aye, miti.” T'amoree, who sat attentively by her, gave also his 
hearty assent. She directed Kekeoava to see that no noise 
should be made by the group about the door. Dr. Kavaleff gave 
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» also his permission, and Mr. Bingham kneeled down by her couch, 
: and commended her case to the great Physician of the soul and 

< body, imploring his divine interposition, to make his name and 
* his saving health known to her and to the nation. At the close, 
of she subjoined, “miti.” Hopoo then endeavoured to explain to her 
4 more fully the import of the prayer. She and Tamoree made 
d their united request, that Mr. Bingham should repeat his visits, to ; 
tell her of the Saviour, and to pray for her. Mr. Bingham, pro- 
. posed to Tamoree, that he should teach her, He said he had 
a told her some things about God, and that he was willing to tell 
of her what he himself understood. Krimakoo manifested his con- 

tinued kindness, by promising us a hog: and Kekeova manifested 
# the same, by proposing to send again to the school a boy, who had 
he for some time been absent. These interviews make us love the 
" precious souls of the heathen more. We have had no interview 
(ls with Kaahoomanoo more interesting. We hope it may be follow- 
ll ed with a blessing, and that this sickness may not be unto death, 
ug but for the glory of God. 
he Prayers for the sick Queen. 
“4 17. This morning it was proposed, that special united prayer : 
de should be offered for the rulers, and particularly for Kaahoomanoo, i. 
ac that her sickness might be removed, and, at the same time, so 
ar sanctified to ber, and to the people, that Jesus and his salvation 

‘might thereby be made more fully known to them. This evening 

Mr. and Mrs. B. visited her sick bed again, accompanied by Ho- 
" noree; found her more comfortable; grateful for our attentions; E. 
od and agreeably lodged in a pleasant, well-finished chamber of a w 
he small two-story house, built and sold to her by American traders. 4 
ng She was attended by Tamoree, Krimakoo, young Tamahamaha, a 
mn Ohea, (one of the wives of the late king,) the eldest wife of the # 
7 young king, Messrs. Kavaleff, Martin, and others. As Mr. B. en- L 
' terel the room, Ohea said, “There is the kakeana-poo-le, (the . 
od . master or leader of divine service,) I hope we shall hear him 4 
ret pray. While entering into such conversation with Kaahooma- 
he noo as her case seemed to require, he reminded her of the 
a great suffering and cruel death which Jesus underwent that sin- 
rr ners might be saved; and that He is exalted to heaven where he 
at waits to show mercy to all who believe in him. As Mr. B. rose 
a to take leave, Kaahoomanoo requested him to pray with her 
an before he went away; and she required the company to suspend 
val their conversation. ‘here was a profound silence, which we 
it seldom witness among them. The season was solemn and inter- 
a esting, while a minister of Christ, and a representative of his 
sis Church, kneeled down by the couch of the afilicted queen, at her 
se special request, beseeching God to send light and health to her 

sou), 
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Various Notices. 


For several days, Hopoo has attended a languishing chief, whe 
seems also willing to be taught. With him, and an old soldier, 
Hopoo spent most of the sleepless hours of the last night, endeay- 
ouring to teach them how to pray, and how to regard the Chris. 
tian’s God and Saviour. What adoor of usefulness is open in the 
sick room of the rulers of these islands to a kind, pious, discreet 
and devoted physician! It deserves our grateful acknowledg- 
ment, that divine providence has, at this juncture, sent two skilful 
medical men to this place for a short season, one from: Moscow, who 
embarked from Russia in one of the discovery ships, the other 
now returning from the hospital at Kamtscatka to St. Petersburg, 
‘They are kindly attentive to our family, as well as the natives, 
The obliging Commodore commissions them to attend to the sick, 
where their aid is needed, and they seem to have business enough, 

What we do for the nation seems little, compared with what 
ought to be done; but this little is considerable, when compared 
with what has been left undone, in the years that are past. The 
hearts of the friends of missions must have been filled with new 
and strange emotions, could they have been spectators of the 
scenes in contrast, as they passed here this evening. Here in the 
silent chamber of disease, as in the gate of heaven, a missiova- 
ry with his wife and assistant, are endeavouring to lead the high- 
est rulers of the nation to the love and worship, the obedience and 
enjoyment, of the God of holiness and glory. 


The young Prince Kou-e-toe-co-lee. 


18. The young prince Kou-e-toe-oo-lee, having been absent 
some time, was present last evening at the interview with Kaahoo- 
manoo, and behaved with pleasing propriety. At our proposal, he 
expressed a willingness to resume his studies. ‘To-day he madeus 
a family visit, attended by his little train, compesed of a number 
of adults, and a number of boys of about his own age. The lat- 
ter he sometimes disciplines as 2 little training band. We showed 
him all the apartments of the house; presented him a little book, 
containing the ten commandments, illustrated with elegant cuts; 
gave him some instruction and advice, endeavouring, if possible, 
to interest him in favour of the objects of the mission, with the 
hope that this heir of earthly power and distinction may early 
avail himself of the proflered advantages of an acquaintance with 
the glorified Prince of Peace.—This evening the visit to Kaahoo- 
manoo was repeated. Ohea said, “Kaahoomanoo thinks God will 
do what he pleases—and that he will make her rise up.” 

The subject of extending our operations and opening another 
school, has been agitated to-day, feeling anxious to attempt more 
than we are accomplishing on our present plan. 

20, Messrs. Thurston and Bingham visited Kaahoomanoo, and 
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1823. ‘The Devil of the Bassas, G2) 
joined in solemn prayer at her room with express consent, called 
on several pupils, and enjoyed together a little waik back toa 
natural bower of Jauhalla trees, which might be a pleasant place 
for religious worship. 


Primary Objects of attention to the Mission. 


24. To-day set up the printing press. At a consultation this 
evening, the inquiry was made, What are the objects which now 
primarily engage the attention of the members of this station?— 
They appeared as follows:—1. The instruction of a school. 2. 
Maintaining: preaching and public worship on the Sabbath. 3. 
The acquisition of the language. 4. Preparing and printing ele- 
mentary books. 5. Visiting the chiefs, the sick, and others of the 
people from house to house, to instruct and impress their minds 
with religion. 6. Superintending small portions of cultivated 
land. 7. Providing for our daily wants, and training up a family 
of heathen youth and children. 8. A courteous and Christian 


. treatment of foreigners. 9. Writing and transmitting accounts of 


our labours, trials, and successes, to our patrons. What new ob- 
ject should engage our attention?—On this point it wa: resolved to 
wait, by special prayer, for further light —Missionary Herald. 





THE DEVIL OF THE BASSAS, 
In Western Africa. 


Tue Bassas live about 400 miles below Sierra Leone. Mr. 
Cates, one of the Society’s teachers in Sierra Leone, travelled 
down the coast, and visited the Bassas. He had with him in this 
journey, two negroes who had become Christians in Sierra Leone. 
They were William Tamba and William Davis. William Davis 
came from the Bassa country. They had both been taken, with 
thousands more, out of the ships which were carrying them into 
‘slavery, and were set free in Sierra Leone, where many of them, 
by the blessing of God on the labours of Mr. Johnson and others, 
are become Christians. 

The chief man of the Bassa country is named King John. He 
received Mr. Cates and his friends in a very hospitable manner.— 
The aged chief listened attentively, while the Scriptures were 
read and explained to him and his people. They were very wil- 
ling that ‘William Davis, who is a native of the country, should 
settle among themas a Teacher. And greatly do these people 
stand in need of the blessings of Christianity. Superstition reigns 
here, as on other parts of the coast, with cruel tyranny over the 
minds of the multitude. It is customary, as among other tribes, to 
dress up some terrific figure, which the poor creatures are taught 
to believe is the Devil of their country—able and ready to in- 
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flict on them all kinds of injury, if he be not propitiated and obey. 
ed. 

The nightly roarings of this demon, with the drummings and 
noise of the people, had broken the rest of Mr. Cates and his 
friends. On the morning of their departure, they get a view of 
him. 

The man who acts the partiof the Devil is dressed up ina sin- 
enlar manner. A garment of dried grass or rushes covers him, 
and reaches to the ground.. His arms and feet are concealed— 
A white country cloth covers his shoulders. Round his head, 
and tied under his chin, are two or three cotton handKerchiefs— 
The face is frightful. The mouth and nose are black. Two 
large teeth project far beyond the lips. A row of coarse shells is 
bound round above the eyes. On the head isa red cap, which 
reaches four or five feet in height, and is surmounted with a 
plume of feathers. 

Sometimes this figure would move about in a stately style; and, 
at others, it would turn into all sorts of postures, and strike the 
plume of feathers on the ground, uttering a noise like that occa- 
sioned by blowing through a pipe, the mouth of which is immers- 
ed in water. 

Mr. Cates offered to the King every inducement in his power to 
obtain possession of the habilimenfs of this terrific figure, that he 
might carry them out of the country; but he could not prevail.— 
The King said, that the Devil belongs to the people, and that 
they would kill him if he should let it go. He was evidently em- 
barrassed by the request, and Mr. Cates therefore dropped the 
matter. We trust that the light of the gospel will, ere long, ex- 
pose to shame these delusions of cunning and superstition. 


DEATH OF A RICIL HINDOO. 


A rich Hindoo lately died at Benares, who had been a great: pa- 
iron of the Brahmins and Ascetics, and had devoted large sums of 
money to buildings, temples, colleges for the poor, &c. Twenty 
days before his death, which took place on the 7th of November 
1821, he presented thé following address to the inhabitants of Be- 
nares: 

“f have lived in this world a long time, (about 80 years) without 
being able to acquire any knowledge of the Supreme Being; and 
{ have all the while met abundant reasens to convince me, to the 
very bottom ofymy heart, that an uninterrupted happiness can ne- 
ver be found in this world. But as my soul seems shortly about to 
quit the body, | beg your forgiveness of my faults, and bid you my 
last farewell.” 

Who would not wish that to such a man the gospel of God our 
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Saviour had been made known! Probably there are many such 
men in India. 


TRACT SOCIETY IN INDIA. 


A Tract Society has been formed,at Bellary in India, auxiliary 
to that in London. ‘The second. annual report has been received 
in this country, entitied the Incarnation of Christ. Watts’ first 
catechism, and a tract have been printed in Canarese; a language 
“spoken by thousands and myriads ef people;” and in which no 
tracts have before been printed “since the foundation of the world.” 
Some are also printed in Tamul and Telcoegoo. ‘The tracts are 
distributed through the schools of the mission, and excite a pleas- 
ing attention among the youth. Between 30 and 40 children came 
forward to request permission to form themselves into a Juvenile 
Tract Society. ‘The printing of tracts will be facilitated by the 
printing press which has been added to this mission. ‘The Society 
in England have recently sent out 12,000 tracts. ‘They cx- 
cite a great’ inquiry among the soldiery, the Roman Catho- 
lics, and the Hindoos. ‘Their requests for more are numerous 
and importunate. The whole number of tracts distributed 
within the year was 9,820, in 4 different languages. ‘They 
seem to have been the means of much good, and to have prepared 
the way for more. But itis a small number among the “thousands 
and myriads” to whom the society have access. 





CARD PLAYING. 


[The following extracts are from the Life of the late Dr. 
Thomas Scott, the well known Commentator on the Bible. Read- 
ers who know nothing of his history, need to be informed that he 
was one of that numerous class of clergymen, who enter on the 
profession from motives entirely of a worldly character; but that 
by the sovereign grace of God he was turned from darkness to 
light, and made eminently useful in promoting evangelical reli- 
gion in his own country as well as ours." A very interesting narra- 
tive of his conversion was published by Dr. Scott, several years 
ago, under the title ‘The Force of Truth,” which we would hear- 
tily recommend to all who have not seen it, as we also do the vol- 
ume from which dre taken the following lessons of christian pru- 
dence.}|—Family Visitor. 


“In the former part of ay life I had been exceeding fond of 
cards. Indeed 1 shewed a propensity to gaming, from which ma- 
sy bad consequences had been forboded; but ill success on one 
occasion, long before I attended to religion, had rescued me from 
this; and, at the time of which I am now writing, | had lost all my 
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relish for the diversion of cards, and every other of a similar. pg. 
ture. I, however, occasionally joined in a game, from an idea that 
too great preciseness might prejudice my neighbours; and [ was 
then of opinion, that there was no harm in the practice, though it 
seemed a frivolous way of spending time. I felt it also a very 
awkward transition to remove the card table, and introduce the 
Bible and family worship; theugh | never omitted this service at 
home, and commonly proposed it in my visits. 

-“My fetters were, however, broken, effectually, and at once, 
about January, 1778, in the following manner. Being on a visit to 
oneof my parishioners at Ravenstone, | walked out after dinner, 
aS Was my common practice on such occasions, to visit some of 
my poor people; when one of them, the first person, as far as] 
know, to whom my ministry had been made decidedly useful, said 
to me, ‘I have something which | wish to say to you, but I am 
afraid you may be offended.’ | answered, that I could not pron- 
ise, but | hoped ] sould not. She then said, ‘you know A. B: he 
has lately appeare: attentive to religion, and has spoken to me 
concerning the Sacrament; he, with C. D. and some others, met 
to keep Christmas; and they played at cards, drank too much, and 
in the end quarrelled, and raised a sort of riot. And when I re- 
monstrated with him on his conduct, as inconsistent with his pro- 
fessed attention to religion, his answer was, there is no harm in 
cards; Mr. Scott plays at cards! This smote me to the heart; | 
saw that, if | played at cards soberly and quietly, the people 
would be encouraged by my example to go further; and if St. 
Paul would eat no flesh while the world stood, rather than cause 
his weak brother to offend, it would be inexcusable in me to throw 
such a stumbling-block in the way ef my parishioners, in a matter 
certainly neither needful nor expedient. So far from being offend- 
ed at the hint thus given me, I felt very thankful to my faithful 
monitor, and promised her that she should never have occasion to 
repeat the admonition. ‘That very evening I related the whole 
matter to the company, and declared my fixed resolution never to 
play at cards again. | expected that I should be harrassed with 
solicitations; but: was never asked to play afterwards. 

“Let me.therefore, from my own experience, as well as from 
the reason of the case, urge persons, from their first entrance upon 4 
religious course, when asked to do any thing which they disapprove, 
fairly to state their disapprobation as a point of conscience. For 
not only is this most becoming those in whom there is no guile, but 
it is also by far the most.prudent proceeding. If they assign rea 
sons drawn only frory local and temporal circumstinces, when those 
circumstances are changed, they will be pressed again and again, 
with redoubled earnestness; whereas, if they once fairly declare 
their refusal to be the result of deliberate consideration, and the 
dictate of conscience, the hope of prevailing upon them will be 
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given up, and they will save themselves great trouble and dan- 

er. ~ 
. “Let me also observe, that the minister who would not have his 
people give into such worldly conformity as he disapproves, must 
keep at a considerable distance from it himself. If he walk near 
the brink, others will fall down the precipice—When | first at- 
tended seriously to religion, | used sometimes, when I hada jour- 
ney to perform on the next day, toride a stage in the evening, af- 
ter the services of the Sebbath; and I trust my time on horseback 
was not spent unprofitably. But I soon found that this furnished 
an excuse to some of my parishioners for employing a considera- 
ble part of the Lord’s day in journies of business or convenience. 
Ineed scarcely add, that I immediately abandoned the practice on 
the same ground on which I resolved never more to play at cards, 
even before I thought so unfavourably of them as I now do.” 


From the Christian Mirror. 


PRAYER FOR A REVIVAL. 


Mr. Evrrorn—Revivals of religion are generally preceded by 
seasons of special prayer. 

Some churches have a weekly meeting, the leading object of 
which is, to pray for a revival among themselves. These church- 
es have generally been blessed with revivals more or less exten- 
sive, in proportion as they have unitedly persevered in their inter- 
esting and important object. If any churches, which thus meet, 
have not yet seen an answer to their prayers, let them not be dis- 
couraged: for the fervent effectual prayer availeth much; the 
day will break, and the blessing will come.—Let them, however, 
ask such questions as these: Do we wait onthe Lord? Do we 
live as we pray? Do sinners gain evidence from our lives, that 
we really desire their salvation? If any are thus praying and liv- 
ing, they may take courage, for the Lord will regard the prayer 
of the destitute, and not despise their prayer. ; 

Sometimes large numbers have met to pray for.a revival of re- 
ligion, but because their prayers were not speedily answered, in 
the effusions of the Holy Spirit, and conversion of simmers, many 
have left the praying circle. This only proves that they had the 
form of prayer, but'were destitute of the power. But those who 
have continved praying after others have left them, *ha¥€ not 
prayed in vain. 

In a town in Vermont, the church appoifted a weekly prayer 
meeting, to pray for a revival of religion.. Many at first felt in- 
terested, a their meetings were well attended for months. But 
‘seeing no appearance ofa revival, and thus concluding their pray- 
ers were in vain, the meetings began*to bé more and more thinly 
attended, till only two remained; and these were females. This, 

Vo... I. 79 
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appeared a dark day for the church. But there was a blessing 
for that people. And though but few continued inquiring of the 
Lord to do what he bad promised, yet he heard their cry, 
and poured out his Spirit like rain upon the mown grass; and ag 
showers that water the earth. The church was greatly quicken- 
ed; and sinners turned unto God. 

This people have since built a good Meeting House, and settled; 
a faithful minister. 

In one of the New-England Colleges, the pious students agreed: 
to spend an hour one evening in a week, to pray for a revival of 
religion in that College. Those of each class met by themselves, 
They meta year and a half, before they saw any answer to their 
prayers. But they met not in vain, for the Lord was with them — 
Several students were hopefully converted; some of whom are 
now, and others soon will be, pursuing their studies relative to the 
ministry. It is worthy of remark, that the professedly pious in 

one class met but little for this important object, and there. was ne 
instance of conversion in this class. Let pious students be much 
in prayer for their unconverted fellow students; let them be 
agreed as touching the things they ask. 

We wish by these remarks to call the attention of the churches 
more particularly to their prayer meeungs. Many of them have 
seasons wheil they meet to pray particularly for a revival among 
themselves. These meetings are precious seasons. They are the 
soul of the church. If a person wishes to know the state of reli- 
gion in any place, let him go into the church prayer meetings,— 
Unless they have just been established, or are held on Sabbath 
evenings, he will have a very good criterion, by which to judge; 
or a thermometer, by which to learn the temperature of the 
church. When such meetings are thinly and: coldly attended, it 
is certain religion is low; and it is next to certain, that family re- 
ligion is dull, and closet religion almost neglected. 

Brethren, the time is short. If we would do any thing to pre- 
mote a revival we must do it soon. Let us then be united, and en- 
courage each other. Let us be found at our posts, and pray with- 
out ceasing. Letus never receive or. return visits when we can 
attend a meeting of the church, Our brethren want us with them. 
We are all interested, and we must remember our covenant vows: 
Some of us are.to make our last prayers for our relatives and 
friends, and for the prosperity of the chur¢h this year. Have 
we then any time to lose? Have we any opportunity of doing 
or getting good, which we can neglect? Are we willing it 
should te told, that enly two attended the prayer meeting 
of the church, of which we are members?—Or that there 
was a revival of religion in the place where we lived, 
but our children, or our parents, our husband or wife, our broth- 
ers and sisters, were not,converted; and we have reason to think 
it was because we did not meet with those who met for prayer ?— 
Let us then be found in the use of every possible means for ther 
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salvation, and for a revival of religion. Let this year witness our 
zeal and prayers, our holy lives and conversation, Then we may 
sexpect to look back upon the year with pleasure, and find we have 
wn in grace and in the knowledge of our Lord and Saviour Je- 
-sus Christ, and seen glorious days for Zion. PRIMUS. 
January 1, 1823. 





PROM THE CHRISTIAN SPECTATOR. 
AN ELEGY, | 


Written at the funeral of James B. Turner, late of the Theological 
Seminary at Pinceton. By a friend. 


The funeral dirge flings wide its doleful sounds; 
Another soul bas bid the world adieu: 

Where yon lone grave-yard heaves its charnel mounds; 
The long-drawn train their slow-wrought course pursue. 


‘But what pale corse, struck by the cruel blow 
Of death insatiate, loads the shrouded bier? 

For whom is heard this gen’ral burst of woe? 
For whom descends the tributary tear? 


©, TURNER! (name in every heart enroll’d) 
So swift the stroke that urged thy spirit’s flight, 
‘Thy sufferings—doom—the scene my eyes behold-— 
Seem like the.the empty vision of the night. 


“And could not pity’s kindly, fostering care, 
Nor aught that bleeding sympathy could yield, 
Nor friendship’s tears, nor Zion's ceaseless prayer, 
Thy lovely youth and lovelier virtues shield? 


‘Darkness and clouds Heaven’s awful throne surround 
Vice sees her panders, like the Upas, bloom; 

While virtues champions, with’ring from the ground, 
Tenant the dreary mansions of the tomb. 


Remembrance, now, with pious care, recalls 
Each fond delight, each blissful, happy hour, 

We, ofttimes, shar’d within those sacred walls, 
Or mid the recess of the secret bow’r. 


Oft, as the skylark ushered in the dawn, 

We climb’d the summit of the rugged hill, 
With happy footsteps, brash’d the dewy lawn, 
@r trac’d the windings of the gurgling rill: 








An Elegy. 






Oft as dun night invited to repose, 
And silence reign’d along the dusky air, 

In songs of praise our voices, jointly, rose, 
Our hearts united pour’d the fervent pray’r. 





But ah! no more, shall sound of matin bell 
Arouse thee, joyous, at the peep of day, 

Nor more, at eve, thy raptured voice shall swell 
The authem’s note—the universal lay. 


Mute is the tongue that spread devotion’s wing, 
Pulseless the hand that lent its pow’r to save, 
Those eyes, no longer, mark the charms of spring, 

Creation blooms not for the silent grave. 


In vain, I seek thee down the well-known glade, 
Or mid the grot that barr’d the rushing storm, 
Where spreads the wood its high-embow’ring shade, 
Or yon proud fabric rears its awful form. 


Thy seat stands vacant in th’ accustom’d hall, 
Thy widow’d bow’r no footsteps now attend, 

The copse, the glade, the rill, the hamlet, all 
Bemoan the absence of my long-lost friend. 





Nature on thee her choicest gifts bestow’d, 
Indulgent science rear’d thy youthful mind, 

The world, meanwhile, (suppressed each vicious mode) 
Thy manners polished and thy taste refined. 


And yet, while others, dazzled by the rays 
Which glory sheds around her vot’ry’s name, 

Breasted the shock, or trod the council’s maze, 
Or kept their vigils by the midnight flame, 


’T was thine to sooth the heart oppress’d with grief, 
To lend an ear to mia’ry’s melting cries, 

To guilt itself to yield the wish’d relief, 
And point the trembling sinner to the skies, 


How oft has holy transport thrill’d thy heart, 
As, fancy-led, we talk’d of future days, 

When time should bid thee from these seats depart, 
Jn other lands to sound the Saviour’s praise. 


Vain was the thought :—even then, in dark array, 
The fata} storm was gatbh’ring o’er thy head: 

















An Elegy. 


Disease, at once, swept all thy schemes away, 
And stretch’d thee, helpless, on a dying bed. 


O’er thy sick couch no tender mother bent, 
Or kindred bosom heav'd the bursting sigh; 
His sleepless watch the pitying stranger lent— 
The pitying stranger clos’d thy fading eye. 


Yet Jesus, dearer than each earthly friend, 
Was with thy soul, and cheer’d thee all the while, 
. Calm’d every fear that did thy bosom rend, 
And on thy pale cheek stampt a heav’nly smile. 


"T was sweet—’twas sad—as round thy couch we drew, 
When life’s last pulse could scarce its struggle keep, 
To hear thy parting accents, faint and few, 
And see thee, quickly, calmly, fall asleep. 


Like some chaste flow’r, pierced by the ruthless worm, 
Or wintry blast_that sweeps the vernal heath, 

In that sad moment, seemed thy youthful form— 
Smiling and lovely in the grasp of death. 


But hark! the cold tarf in thy narrow cell! 

Sounds and excluces thee from my sorrowing view. 
Time prompts the accents of the last farewell— 

My tongue complies, and oh, my friend! adieu! 


Long shall the stranger, as he lingers here, 
Read with a sigh, the story of thy doom, 
The widow’d parent drop a silent tear, 
And orphan fingers dress thy early tomb. 


But why this sorrow ?—why these hopes forlorn?— 
Worms shall not, ever, on their victim pray; 

When that blest dawn—the resurrection morn— 
Lights up the blushes of eternal day, 


Those eyes shall wake—that-form so deadly pale, 
Rob’d in the splendors of celestial guise, 

Shall burst the tomb, and, all-triumphant, hail 
The coming Saviour in the midway skies. 


Then may we meet, freed from the mouldering clod, 
And, jointly, soar to brighter worlds above; 
There reign forever with our Saviour God, 


And swell the anthems of redeeming love. B, A. 
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FROM THE PITTSBURGH RECORDER. 


REVIVAL OF RELIGION. 





“ ue following extract of a letter from the Rev. George Scot 
to the Editor, dated the 15th Feb. gives a very pleasing account of 
a work of divine grace in the vicinity of Hookstown, Beaver coun. 
ty, Pennsylvania. Jt appears well calcuiated to encourage min. 
isters to go, “two and two,” in the important work of visiting their 
several congregations, in pursuance of a resolution of the Synod 
of Pittsburgh—We understand there has been unusual attention 
to religion in some other places——May the good work extend 
through all our churches, and multitudes of sinners be converted 
onto God! 


“Dear Sir,—The Lord has been pleased again to visit us with 
the awakening influence of bis Holy Spirit in both my congrega- 
tions, and | trust a gondly number have experienced a sayi 
change. The work apparently commenced early last fall; but the 
sacred fire broke out into a flame about the first week of Decen- 
ber, when Rev. James Robinson and myself were on a preaching 
tour round the Flats Congregation. ‘The sacrament of the Lord’s 
supper was administered on the succeeding Sabbath, when three 
or four were admitted on examination. ‘The work now began to 
break out in the praying society in the neighbourhood where! 
live. It has been on the increase ever since, and has spread gen- 
erally through both congregations. On the third Sabbath of Jan- 
uary the sacrament of of the Lord’s supper was administered at 
Mill Creek, when 15 applied, only 5 of whom were admitted — 
The Rev. Moses Allen assisted on this occasion. We spent the 
week before, preaching and attending praying societies through 
Mill Creek Congregation, when we had crowded houses, and an 
awful solemnity prevailed. Since that time I have had two anx- 
ious meetings, and conversed with about sixty persons; and per- 
haps between thirty and forty were waiting for conversation, but 
time would not permit me to converse with them. A great num- 
ber, who did not attend, have since appeared to be under solemn . 
impressions. How many of these will hold out to the end, God 
only knows; but | trust a goodly number of those with whom | 
conversed have chosen the good part that shall not be taken away 
from them. ‘The subjects of this work in general are not greatly 
distressed with terrible apprehensions of divine wrath; but are 
deeply affected with a sense of the awful depravity of their 
hearts, which renders them incapable, without divine grace, of 
doing that which is spiritually good: and all that have obtained a 
hope, profess that it is founded on the atonement and grace of 
Christ alone. 
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Revivals of Religion. 
REVIVAL IN CARLISLE. 































Ir is stated in the “Religious Miscellany,” a paper published at 
Carlisle, Pennsylvania, that the revival in that borough appears 

to be extending. — The sacrament of the Lord’s supper was admin- 

istered in the Presbyterian church on the 9th instant. The season 

was rendered peculiarly interesting by the large addition that was 

made to the number of communicants. About five weeks before 

the communion, notice was given to such as were desirous of ap- 

proaching the Lord’s table for the first time, to make known their 

desire. Four days were subsequently spent by the Session in the 

examination of the applicdnts, and sixty-two persons were admit- | 
ted. On the Saturday preceding the communion Sabbath, a pub- 

lic profession of their faith in Christ was made by them, immedi- 

ately after the preparatory discourse had Leen delivered, and they 

were received, with prayer by the pastor, into the fellowship of 
the church, and exhorted to walk worthy of their high vocation.— 

The scene was solemn and affecting. —'l he whole church, consist 

ing of nearly five hundred members, commuued on the Sabbath. 

The subjects of the revival are about equally divided between the 

sexes. Of the males 18 are students of Dickinson College.—aAt 

a Jate anxious meeting, between 20 and 30 attended; and in the 
Methodist Society there are pleasing indications of the presence 
ef the quickening Spirit.—72. 


REVIVAL IN GEORGIA. 


Extract of a letter to J. R. Wilcox, Esq. of East Guilford, from Je 
dediah Fields, Esq. dated - Kiceboro, Literty county, Gorgia, Ne- 
vember 30, 1822. 


Tuene is a great revival of religion in this place. Thirty-five 
persons were admitted to the table of the Lord the last Sabbath, 
and many of them were old veterans who have strove against the 
commands of their Maker for 50 add 60 years,—these have final- 
ly come forward, and to all human appearance, cast themselves at 

- the feet of Jesus, pleading for mercy that they may find grace te 
help in time of need.—Rel. Int. 







A NARRATIVE OF A REVIVAL OF RELIGION IN. THE 
BOUNDS OF LAMINGTON CONGREGATION, N. J 





Communicated for the Religious Intelligencer by Rev. Mr. Galpin. 


Lamington, Jan. 22, 1823. 


A worx of grace commenced in the congregation of Lamington 
last Jone. The influences ef the Holy Spirit had already been 
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poured out in an unusual manner, in the region east and south of 
us. The sound of the Redeemer’s footsteps, and an abundance of 
rain, were the signs of the times, which preceded his gracious vis. 
it tous. Previous to the period of this work, the church was char. 
acterized by many professors who resembled too nearly the fool. 
ish virgins, and were apparently forgetting the injunction of their 
Lord, to “watch.” 

The revival in Somerville, which a little before commenced, 
began to arouse the minds of some. and to excite considerable at- 
tention to our own spiritual condition. ‘The wonderful working 
of God’s Spirit in that place, could not, indeed, pass unnoticed — 
The alarm which was frequently sounded in the ears of man 
thoughtless ones among us, and which admonished the lukewarm. 
ness and the apathy of professors, began to create a visible seri. 
ousness on the minds of many. From this time our meetings were 
increased. Preaching, and family visitation, and conferences, be- 
came more frequent, and the eager attention to hear and converse 
upon religious subjects, greatly animated the exertions of the pas- 
tor in his Jabours.—Shortly after the work began to make its ap. 
pearance, the Rev. Mr. Osborn, who was then labouring in So- 
merville, was invited to come over and help us. The invitation 
was accepted, and this man of God, to whose labours and charity, 
and work of love for the salvation of immortal souls, I desire to 
bear testimony, preached to a very crowded audience on Sabbath 
evening, the 30th of June. A solemn stillness pervaded the 
house, and all hearts seemed to be bowed down. It was indeed a 
time of great alarm to sinners. and of great searchings to profes- 
sors. On the following Tuesday a number of ministers met with 
us, who had a few weeks before entered into an association for the 
purpose of visiting their respective congregations, and uniting 
their exertions, and their prayers in dependance upon the divine 
Spirit, that the great head of the church would remember and 
pour out his blessing upon Zion. ‘This meeting was happily well 
timed, and seemed to be accompanied with the Divine blessing — 
On the following morning, about a dozen attended an anxious meet- 
ing at the house of their pastor. Convictions now were rapid.— 
The power of God, and the prevalence of the Holy Spirit, were 
felt and acknowledged. The salvation of Jesus was the great 
theme, and an mterest in him the great inquiry. Many resorted 
to their Bible, who before knew nothing of its contents, or were 
ashamed to be seen with this precious book in their hands. The 
momentous realities of an eternal world, and the solemn scences 
of a judgment day, were pictured upon their countenances. Now 
the house of God becomes, for the first time, “the gate of heaven” 
to many, who, waking from their dreams of worldly folly and sin, 
find themselves on holy ground, and exclaim, “How dreadful is 
this place! Surely God is here, and I knew it not.” How little 
does this world, and every thing here below, appear in comparison 
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with the worth of the soul, and the glories of an invisible world. 
Where now are infidels! They are seen either trembling and 
falling before the power and the sword of the Spirit, or flying from 
the field of battle. While in the midst of Zion’s camp there is a 
“stir,” and the sound of the “trumpet,” and the glorious company 
of the faithful are seen gathering around the standard of the great 
captain of their salvation: and, at a distance from all her enemies, 
the church, having put on her beautiful garments, appears “fair as 
the moon, clear as the sun, and terrible as an army with banners,” 
bending her course through the wilderness of this world. The 
precious fruits of this revival have appeared in the number of 
about 60 awakened persons. About 40 of these have joined them- 
selves in covenant with God, and sealed the profession of their 
faith at the “Lord’s Supper.” In connexion with this narrative, it 
may be stated that there is a revival now going. on in Hacketts- 
town, about 15 miles from this place; where a glorious ingather- 
ing is multiplying the great harvest of salvation. The words of 
the prophet are fulfilled, “Who are these that gather themselves 
together, and come as doves and clouds to their windows.” 





FIRST ANNUAL REPORT OF THE YOUNG MENS? MIs- 
SIONARY SOCIETY OF LEXINGTON, 

Tue Young Mens’ Missionary Society ef Lexington, Ky. auxili- 
ary to the United Foreign Missionary Society, was organized in 
Market Street Church, March 11th, 1822. 

Like the most of infant institutions, it has had to struggle with 
difficulties of various kinds. Of these difficulties, the chief have 
been occasioned by mistakes or want of information respecting the 
nature and the necessity of missionary exertions. ‘The members 
and friends of the Society have frequently heard it asked, “What ob- 
ligations are we under to extend our benevolence to the savages 
who never shew mercy? How is it possible that the limited means 
of one or two societies should regenerate half a world of savages?” 
And they have been frequently told, “that the aborigives of. our 
country are an untractable race, doomed forever to roam the same 
untutored beings that nature formed them.” ‘To these and similar 
objections, the friends and members of the Society would oppose, 

ist. The original charter dated from eternity, under the broad 

seal of heaven. It is in these words: 


“Why do the heathen rage, and the people imagine a vaiit 


thing? The kings of the earth set themselves, and the rulers 
take counsel together, against the Lorp, and against his Anointed, 
saying, Let us break their bands asunder, and cast away their 
cords from us. He that sitteth in the heavens shall laugh: the 
Lorp shall have them in derision. Then shall he speak unto them 
in his wrath, and vex them in his sore displeasure. Yet have } set, 
‘my King upon my holy hill of Zion. I will declare the decree: 


the Lord hath said unto’ me, Thou art my Son; this day have | be-, 
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gotten thee. Ask of me, and I shall give thee the heathen for thine 
mheritance, aod the uttermost parts of the earth for thy posses. 
sion. Thou shalt break them with a rod of iron; thou shalt dash 
them in pieces like a potter’s vessel. Be wise now, therefore, 0 
ye kings; be instructed, ye judges of the earth. Serve the Loxp 
with fear, and rejoice with trembling. Kiss the Son, lest he be 
angry, and ye perish from the way, when his wrath is kindled but 
a little. Blessed are all they that put their trust in him.” Ps, jj, 
i—end. To the above objections they oppose, 

2nd. The plain and express command of the risen and exalted 
head of the Church,—“Go ye into all nations, and preach the Gos. 
pel to every creature.” Wherever men are to be found, this Gos- 
pel isto be preached. And the great Apostle of the Gentiles rea- 
sons upon this subject in these words: 

“For the scripture saith, Whosoever believeth on him. shall not 
be ashamed. For there is no diflerence between the Jew and the 
Greek; for the same Lord over all is rich unto all that call upon 
him. For whosoever shall call upon the name‘ of the Lord shall 
be saved. How then shall they call upon him in whom they haye 
not believed? and how shall they believe in him of whom they 
have not heard? and how shall they hear without a preacher? 
And how shall they preach, except they be sent? as it is written, 
How beautiful are the feet of them that preach the gospel of peace, 
and bring glad tidings of good things.” Rom. x. 11—15. To the 
above objections they oppose, 

3d. Plain and express matter of fact. It is net true, that the 
exertions of one or two small, and perhaps unknown societies, can 
have no influence in the extensive system of means which the 
Mediator hath appointed for regenerating the world,—it might 
just as well be said that the small springs in the neighbourhood of 
Iexington are not an essential part of the majestic Mississippi! It 
is not true that the savages on our frontiers-are destined to remain 
forever in their untutored and barbarous state. The same objec- 
tions might have been urged, and. with equal propriety in the case of 
our ancestors, roaming in the woods of Germany, and in the moun- 
tains and morasses of Great Britain, when the Gospel was first 
preached to them. No, it it is a truth, that “the kingdoms of this 
world shall become the kingdoms of onr Lord and of his Christ,” 
and that the Gospel, and the Gospel alone, is destined, not only. to 
civilize but to dignify with the image of the immortal and immac- 
ulate Jehovah, the whole of the human family. Then, and not till 


then, “shail there be nothing to hurt or destroy in all the earth: 


for the earth shall be fall of the knowledge of the Lord, as the 
waters cover the sea.” 

In this great and good work the members of the Society. would 
wish to have their best affections engaged; and, their hearts being 
in the work, they know that their efforts, however small, shall not 
be without success. 

At one of the first meetings of the Society, it was resolved, that 


iv 





ao sa & 


sy > 


1823.] Young Mens’ Missionary Society of Lexington. 636 


ihe proceeds of the Society should, till otherwise directed, be ap- 

propriated to the mission lately established among the Great Os- 
nation. ‘To this station the Society has just forwarded a box, 

containing clothing and stationary articles, valued at $40. 

Since forwarding the above box the Society has received the 
following donations. 

From Mr. Wm. Huston, - - - - - - $1 50 
T. T. Skillman, - - - 1 50 
Young Ladies’ Missionary Society; 5 5 5 yards of cloth, and a few 

garments. 

The members and officers of the Society ought te be urged to 
diligence and activity in the great and good work, from the fact, 
that it is but a short time, at most, that they will have any opportu-. 
nity of serving their Lord and Saviour inthis way. “For the grave 
cannot praise Jehovah;” the living, the living only can serve God, 
in being instrumental in making their fellow mortals acquainted 
with the great salvation. Of this fact the Society has been ad- 
monished by the sudden death of Andrew Edward Blythe, Treasu- 
rer of the Society, and an active member of the board of mana- 
gers. He died on the morning of the 26th of February. Though 
he was in eternity before either he or his friends about him had 
any apprehension of his dissolution, those who have had the best 
opportunity of knawing his temper and habits, have considerable 
evidence to believe that the messenger death did not find him up- 
prepared. . 

OFFICERS FOR THE ENSUING YEAR, 
SAMUEL BLAIR, President. 
JAMES CHALLIN, Vice President. 
SAMUEL D. BLYTHE, Treasurer. 
SAMUEL D. M°CULLOUGH, Secretar, y- 
DAVID RB. PRESTON, )j 
JOHN D. TAYLOR, 
WILLIAM M. BRAND, Managers. 
SAMUEL BEACH, 
D. M. WITHERSPOON, J 

F. S. Donations in money or in articles of clething will be 
thankfully received by any of the managers. The house of Wm 
Challin, near the bottom of Main Street, is the deposit for all arti- 
cles intended for the use of the Society. 

Friends of the Lord Jesus, 

Ye know the grace of our Lord Jesus, that though he was 
rich, yet for your sakes he became poor, that you through his pov- 
erty might become rich. You know also, that in the great da 
our Lord will say to those on his right hand,—“I was naked and 
ye clothed me, sick and in prison and ye visited me,—for as much 
as ye did it to one of these, ye did it to me.” 

Our Lord has a seed and servants among the poor naked Indians 
on our frontiers. When you are cutting out garments for yoyr 
ewn families, we trust you will remember these things. 
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THE FIRST ANNUAL REPORT OF THE YOUNG LADIgg? 
MISSIONARY SOCIETY OF LEXINGTON. 

In presenting to this Society their first annual report, your Board 
of managers would recur with pleasure and gratitude to the appa- 
rently casual circumstance to which this humble association owes 
its origin. 

In January, 1822, the Rev. Mr. Goodell, agent for the American 
Board, passed through this place, accompanied by Mr. and Mrs, 
Remington, destined for the missionary establishment at Mayhew. 
Hitherto we had manifested but a partial interest in mission 
concerns. But the presence of these self-devoted friends, appear- 
ed to awaken us in some good degree from our long and fatal slum- 
ber—to excite an interest unknown before—and to elicit those 
sympathies for the wretched Aborigines of our own country, which 
as Christians and Americans we should love to cherish. In less than 
one month two societies were formed, having the heathen of our 
own land for their immediate object. The Young Ladies Mission 
ary Society on the 5th of March, and the Young Gentlemens’ Mis- 
siouary Society upon the 11th of the same month. A few days af 
ter the organization of the first mentioned society, a box of cloth- 
ing was forwarded from this place to Mayhew, in which that $o- 
ciety had an interest of $40. Its safe arrival at the place of des- 
tination, has been acknowledged in a letter from Mr. Remington 
to the Rev. Mr. Bishop. In January, 1823, a box was prepared, 
confining, together with various articles of clothing, 34 Bibles, 
4 Testaments, and 600 Tracts-—valued at $111. This box, we are 
sorry to say, did not Jeave this place until the 18th of last month, 
though we are confident that every exertion was made by the gen- 
tlemen to whose cure it was confided, to forward it as soon as pos- 
sible. Your Board would take this opportunity of acknowledging 
the generosity of many citizens in contributing to this Society va- 
rious articles of clothing, money, &c. In particular we would 
thankfully remember the liberality of a class of our citizens, who, 

if we mistake not, have rarely, if ever, been called upon to aid in 
any scheme of christian benevolence—who cheerfu!ly contribut- 
ed their mite, by making a number of shoes for the Society. We 
would also return our siucere and unfeigned thanks to the Board of 
managers of the Kentncky bible Soctety, for their liberality in al- 
lowing us 20 Libles at the reduced price of 50 cents per copy. 
Amid the noble and extensive eilorts by which the church of the 
present day is characterized—when the wealth, the influence, the 
feeling, the talent, aud the power of the whole christian world 
are brought to bear upon this great object—zthe evangelizing and 
eivilizing the heathen—an association so humble, and compara- 
tively so insignificant, appears scarcely worthy of notice, and is in 
danger of incurring the ridicule of those, who, though they may ad- 
mire the widely-diffused christian Lenevolence which marks the 
operations of American, Biitisn and Russian Bible or Missionary 
Societies, are not sufliciently impressed with the importance of the 
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ultimate object, to give theirsanction and encouragement to the more 
humble, though infinitely varied efforts of individual or associated 
christians. But such associations, humble as they may be, are aid- 
ing inno small degree the promotion of the same grand resuits,— 
and are daily adding strength to the walls, and beauty to the waste 
places of Zion. Your Board regret that they have not received 
the last annual report of the parent Society, as they might then 
have had it in their power to give you some estimate of the good 
effects resulting from such means as you are using, and thus en- 
courage you to persevere in the performance of the duties you 
have undertaken. But we can confidently say, much has been done 
by such means, and much, very much more, may yet be done. God 
has pledged himself for the success of his cause—it must and will 
prevail. [f we do not come up to the help of the Lord against the 
mighty, others will, and to them shall the reward be given. If we 
need inducements to engagé with ardour in this cause, we have 
them strong and powerful, in the voice of the perishing heathen, 
in whose behalf we would enlist your best feelings. We hear the 
voice of our own countrymen—the voice of those whom we have 
injured—of those who inherit with us one common, degraded, ru- 
ined nature, and with us are subjects of immortal happiness or 
misery. What heart can resist this combined appeal of christian 
and patriotic benevolence? We thank God ours is a land of Bibles, 
and of christian ordinances; but in this we would not glory—while 
there isa savage in our western wilderness, ora single hut unillumin- 
ed by the Sun of Righteousness. The time has past, and we rejoice 
that it has, when the only feelings cherished for the degraded In- 
dian were feelings of revenge. As a nation, we are now taking 
them by the hand as citizens of our common country. While as 
christians, we are giving them the right hand of fellowship—lead- 
ing them to that cross on which our hopes aré suspended—and 
pointing out to them that narrow path which conducts to immortal 
life and never-ending felicity. While others are labouring, we 
would not be idle, nor fancy that, the little we have done, forms 
any plea for our future inactivity. Let us rather determine to 
double our diligence—to meet ridicule with patient cheerfulness, 
* and overcome every difficulty with determined resolution. But let 
us be careful that we confine pot our sympathies and our prayers to 
the heathen of our own country. While we labour for them we 
would not forget the heathen of other lands, and the perishing in- 
habitants of the islands of the sea. But by cultivating a true mis- 
sionary spirit, endeavour, as we may have it in our pOwer, to has- 
ten the triumphs of that glorious day,when“every kindred,and tongue, 
and nation, and people, shall be heard to sing the glad song, Allelu- 
ia, the Lord God omnipotent reigneth—the kingdoms of this world 
have become the kingdoms of our Lord and his Christ.” And 
joining our voice with these myriads of the redeemed, we would 
praise onr God in words which he himself has dictated. “His 
name shall endure forever—his. name shall continue as long 
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as the sun: and men shall be blessed in him. All nations shall cali 
him blessed. Blessed be the Lord God, the God of Israel, who 
only doeth wondrous things.. And blessed be his glorious name 
forever. And-let the whole earth be filled with his glory. Amen, 
and Amen.” 


The committee appointed to examine and audit the Treasurer's 
accounts, report the following receipts and expenditures: 











Donations in Clothing, - - - - - - $5275 
in Cash, - - - - - - - 1700 
Subscriptions in Clothing, - - . - - : 10 00 
Subscriptions in Cash, - - - - - - 7244 
From Rev. Brigham, agent for American Board, - 22 37 
$174 56 

Expended for Clothing, - 4 - - - $119 75 
for Bibles, - - - - - - 25 75 

Printing and Postage, . - - - - - 3 25 
Various purposes, - - - - . - - 6 94 
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FOR THE CHRISTIAN REGISTER. 
THE WORKS OF THE LATE REV. DAVID RICE. 


To the persons who hold proposals for publishing the works of the late 
Rev: David Rice. 


F'nienps—-We lave sent you our proposals for the above work, 
from a conviction that you will exert, with regard to it, a portion 
of that spirit of liberality which our knowledge of your charac- 
ters assures us you are possessed of. Some of you we have ad- 
dressed as friends of the late author,—all, as the friends of pi- 
ety and of man. Our partiality for the memory of Mr. Rice may, 
possibly, deceive us: But we do flatter ourselves, that the writings 
of that worthy man are calculated, under heaven, to advance 
within their sphere of circulation, that cause which, not Christ 
tians merely, but all philanthropic men, must pronounce the best 
and noblest in which the zeal or benevolence of man can possibly 
engage. 

This is an age, we admit, in which the Press is continually 
teeming with valuable pieces upon the subject of religion. All 
men, of all opinions, may find works suited to their taste. Does 
this. admission militate against our project? Have we books 
enough? And wiil it be improper or useless to add to their num- 
ber? We have heard from the highest of all authorities, that “in 
a multitude of counsellors there is safety.” These pieces mgy 
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have some views a little different from any which weagnay have al- 

ready—or the same views somewhat differently presented.— 

This we know, that David Rice was a man of an independent soul 

—a man who thought for himself, and a man, we will add, who liv- 
ed and wrote at a period when all the circumstances of the world 
were calculated to impart a peculiar acumen and energy to the 
vigorous mind.- For, was not our friend a child of the Revolution 
—of that same revolution in which a Washington was born and 
grew—yes, grew toa giant vigour of mind, of heart, and of soul? 
And the same circumstances, we will take it upon us to say, which 
gave growth and vigour to the characters of the political heroes 
and sages of our revolutionary contest, had the very same effeet 
upon the characters of those who preached to men, and prayed to 
God for the success of our fathers’ arms. Were the prayers and 
the sermons of your Witherspoon, your M’Calla, and your Davis, of 
no effect in adding an impetus to the cause of the Revolution?— 
The like efforts, then, of our friend, who was the acquaintance, the 
friend, and compeer of those excellent and mighty men, were of a 
piece with them. We only add, in this strain of remark, that an 
Oration of our author, addressed to the heroes of our “olden 
time,” will form one item in our proposed publication. Another 
reason why the writings of Mr. Rice may prove a real addition 
to our theological libraries, even now, is drawn from the circum- 
stances of the church in his time. He was a sort of founder, in 
the hand of God, of the church of this Western World. 
He emigrated from Virginia at a peculiarly interesting time: and 
he brought with him the tone of energy, of manly decision, and 
ardent piety, which had then sprung up in the “ancient dominion” 
upon the ruins of the established hierarchy. He brought with 
him that unshakeable fortitude in the cause of his Master and Re-} 
deemer, which had signalized the Reformers before him: the man- 
ly nerve and heroic tone of Cranmer and of Juhn Knox, mellowed 
and tinged with a more amiable cast, in consequence of the more 
mild and ample visitings and workings of the Holy Ghost, since 
the ireful times when Reformation and the Religious Emancipation 

of man, occupied, exclusively, the souls of the real friends of 
God and of this world. 

But why enlarge?—Am J not saying what the most of you know 
better than myself? | have written with some enthusiasm. lam 
one of the connevions of the deceased author; and this is my ex- 
cuse. J write in their behalf and my own. Not that any peeuni- 
ary profit is expected. But we wish a wreath, though a smaller 
one than it might have been, entwinéd around the good man’s 
brow: a wreath which will answer the two-fold eflect of adding 
consolation to the author’s friends, and of inducing sundry other 
individuals, who may see its beauty, to “glorify also our Father 
who is in heaven!” 

_ I will say then, (by way of summary) that the circumstances, po- 
tied] and religious, of Mr. Rice’s time. were of a kind to make 
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the productious of his pen of more value than the greater portion 
of modern writings. He toiled inthe revolution: He was sent} 

Providence to establish a branch of his church in the Westerp 
Wilderness: And he must, almost from the nature of things, have 
possessed and have manifested such a tone of energy and ardour, 
as such circumstances were calculated to breathe into a mind and 
a soul of so ennobled a cast. If to this fact we should add that of 
his having belonged to our first state convention—by way of jl- 
lustrating our proposition yet further: If, I say, we should do 
this, we should indeed be feebly attempting to add “the light of a 
taper to that of the meredian sun.” “A word to the wise.” We 
have said enough to men like you. 

N. B. The above remarks apply emphatically to all the 
pieces, except Mr. Rice’s life, which our plam includes. As for the 
life, it will prove the most important and useful—because it con- 
tains the History, to some extent, of the Western Church, and be- 
cause nothing of this kind, it is believed, has yet been given to the 
public. J. CABELL R. HARRISON. 

MASONS’ TEATISE ON SELF-KNOWLEDGE. 


“The proper study of mankind is man.” 

**K now thyself,” was a precept of ancient heathen wisdom. ‘The importance of sef- 
exaMination and self-knowledge is often inculeated in the sacred Scriptures. Few 
treatises have been written professedly upon this subject; and none that we lave seep 
is equal to the ‘Treatise on Self-Knowledge by John Mason, A. M. 

This little book is about to be published by Mr. Skillman. 1 consider it a most in- 
valuable little family piece. Being a small book, and soon perused, it cannot fail of 


being, by the blessing or God, a most precious little treasure in the hand of every 
christian, one of whose chief duties is to know his own heart. 
We subjoin the following extract, asa small specimen of the work. 


“The last means to self-knowledge which [ shall mention, is frequent and devout ap- 
plications to the Fountain of Light, and the Father of our spirits, to assist us in this im- 
portant study, and give us the true knowledge of ourselves. 

“This I mention last, not as the least, but, on the contrary, as the greatest and best 
means of all, to attain aright and thorough knowledge of ourselves, and the way to 
render all the rest effectual: and therefore, though it be the last means mentioned, it is 
the first that should be used. 

“Would we know ourselves, we must often converse not only with ourselves in medita- 
tion, but with God in prayer; in the lowest prostration of soul, beseeching the Father 
of our spirits to discover them to us; in whose light we may see light, where before 
there was nothing but darkness; to make known tous the depth and devices of our 
heart. For without the grace and influence of his divine illuminations and instructions, 
our hearts will, after all our care and pains to know them, most certainly deceive us. 
And self-love will so prejudice the understanding, as to keep us still in self-ignorance. 

“‘fhe first thing we are to do in order to seli-knowledge, is, to assure ourselves that 
our hearts are deceitful above all things. And the next is, to remember that the Lord 
searcheth the hearts and trieth the reins, i, e. that He, the (Kardiognostees) Searcher ot 
all hearts, hath a ‘e9 knowledge of them, deceitful as they are; which considera- 
tion, as it suggesteth to us the strongest motive to induce us to labour after a true knowl- 
edge of them ourselves. so it directs us at the same time how we may attain this knowl 
edge; viz, by an humble and importunate application to Him, “to whom alone they are 
known, to make them known toas. And this, by the free and near access which his 
Holy Spirit bath to our spirits, he can effectually do various ways; viz. by fixing 
our attentions; hy quickening our apprehensions; removing our prejudices, (which, 
like a false medium belore the eye of the mind, prevents its seeing things in_ ajust 
and proper light;) by mortifying our pride, strengthening the intellective and reflecting 
faculties, and enforcing uponthe mind a lively sense and knowledge of itsgreatest 
happiness and duty; and so awakening the soul from that carnalsecurity and indiffer- 
ence abont its hest interests, into which a too serigus attention to the world is apt to be 
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